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It has hitherto been deemed the beſt Feature in 
our Land 5 0 that it is not ſubject to Variations.” 


Lord AUCKLAND. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


ts 1S Tratt was ſent to the Preſs many Weeks 
Before the Author was informed that Orders were 
to be ſhortly tranſmitted to India, direfling the preſent | 
5 decennial Settlement to be proclaimed permanent; 
an Event, which muſt afford unſpeakable Satisfac- 
| tion to W. Law, who propoſed, and to Lord 
' ConnwaLLis, ho recommended the Meaſure, and 
alſo feelingly convince the Natives of that diſtant 
Region, cedar L chart oy 1 00 ta 
: * their . | : 


On receiving this 3 the 8 1 
mined, notwithſtanding theſe Sheets were almoſt ready 
for Publication, to flop further Impreſſion, as now 
unneceſſary. Reconſideration however induced him to 
Live up that Deſign: He refletied that a Deciſion, 
qwhich has fixed for ever the Quit-rents of the Bengal 
Provinces, will, doubtleſs, from its deep Importance, 
excite much Attention and Obſervation, and that an 
impartial Examination into its Expedience, will 
in all probability be not unacceptable at a Period, 
when the Reſourres of India and particularly the . 
_ Eaſe and Welfare of its Inhabitants, ha much b it | 

Oha of public Curioſity and Solicitude. | 
| Log ox, acth September, 1792. 
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* Object 1 theſe Sheets is to repre. 
ſent, that the Eſtabliſhment of a 
permanent Quit Rent in India is the 
moſt likely Meaſure to remedy the bad 
Effects which have been produced by 
the Perplexity, Oppreſſion, and Uncer- 
tainty of paſt Syſtems of Collection. 
Some ſhort general Account of Zemindars 
and Ryots was thought neceſſary to render 
the Subject more comprehenſible by Read- 
ers, who may have little or no Notion of 
theſe Deſcriptions of People, or who may 
not have read Sir CHARLES BouGnrTon 
| Rovse's Diſſertation on Landed Property 
in Bengal. They, who are deſirous of 
thoroughly inveſtigating the Origin and 
Nature of Zemindarry Tenure and of ſceing 
a regular and well digeſted Treatiſe on the 
subject, may be amply gratified by pe- 
ruſing that judicious and learned Per- 
formance, which eſtabliſhes the pro- 
prietary Claims of the Land- holders in 
India on a ſolid Foundation, and does 
infinite Credit to its Author's Ability, 
Candour, and Benevolence. | 


5 8 27th July, . 
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5 more copious 4p! car Topic of Te. 
- Euffion than the Land Revenues. of Bengal, Bahar, 
LE and Oriſſa : The are our Reſources in the Eaſt, and 
34M 8 5 judicious 1 Manag. zent mult conſequently be a 5 + 2 
Ry b Objett te all who with well to the real W's 
+  tereſts of their Country. On a juſt and wiſe Syſtent 
| of Fixing and Collecting theſe Revenues, depends | 755 
the rapid Proſperity or inevitable Declenſion of our * 
: 1, - Orien tal Empire. Few I believe there are fo callous  _ 
do every Sentiment of Humanity, as to be indifferent 
| to the Welfare of induſtrious. Millions, ſubjected i in | 
- .» ae Revolution of Human Eyents to an abjef Sub- | 
wien to our Power. Various and oppoſite Opinions 
8 however prevail, reſpetting the Means moſt likely to 
- eſtabliſh the Happineſs and Attachment. of our Indian 
„ Subjects. on a Baſis of permanent and National 
| 1 Advant ge, and on n Syſlem ol liberal Policy, worthy _ 
of the mild Dominati ation of an enlightened and, | 
"-Fous R er 1 


4 R > * ? . 
SE ISTH 6. TW 


"The > gest Fa concerning the, 
l of fixing,in Perpetuity the Quit Rents W 
 krandable frodh the Zemindars, as the Condition n of 
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their e e re involves in its Determination 


8 2 


en Good to Millions of Fellow:Oreathres.. a Re- 
flection alone ſufficient to excite the humane Curioſity 
af an unbiaſſed Public ta the important Diſquiſition. 
Time may never again preſent to the Vie of Man- 
kind fo extraordinary a Spettacle as that afforded us 
by our proſtrate Dominions in the Eaſt. Diſtant 


Ages will learn with Aſtomiſhment, that an Empire. 


ſeparated from the ruling Country by many thouſand 
- Mules of ſtormy Ocean, bleſſed with proverbial, 
tility, Warming with civilized, and induſtrigus Inha. | 
; bitants, abounding in the moſt beautiful and unrival 4 
Mapufattures, and paying an mmenfe Revenue to the 


Vieors, was the Fm oh x Soci- 


4 
* nr 


Wiſdom in our | Syllem of 1 and G 


ment may preſerve to us this invaluable AF of Fox- : 


4+ 45 + 44 


onal Advantage, may clas a numeroy People to 


2 in the ee of bens e 


: of an Aſiatic wn ho 4 f-g of the OS. 


on Principles of the foundeſt Policy. of England's 55 


miting her Demands of Land Tax from per Indian 


Poſſeſſions, inſpires me with an carneſt Deſire 10 im- 


preſs my Superiors with a fimilar Perſuaſion. In dil. 


cuſſing this intereſting Subject, I am animated by the 


Belief that in Pleading the Cauſe of the Indian Land- 
bolder, I ken of T2 doption o of fa Policy * and 
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„„ 
advantageous for my Country. The Proprietors of 
Land throughout the wide extent of the Company's 


Domiinibh, &xpetti in all the Anxiety of Suſpence, the 


momentous Determination, adoptive or rejettive, of . 


. +4he Plan of Perpetuity) Quit Rent, propofed by Mr 


Law, ad recommended in the ſtrongeſt Terms to 
the Court of Directors, by the Governor-General of 
| Befigsl The Deciſion of chis grand Queſtion will 

form an Epoch ever memorable to the Indian Land : 
holder: a glorious Epoch, in Which a Nation in che 
Plenitude of Power limits its future Taxation, to con- 
fer Security and Property on its. eohquered Subjects; 
or 4 difgraceful Æra, in which periodical Serutinies 
into the Impretements of ſucceſsful Induſtry are con- 
tinued in a 8 1 on future e 


Ry, 


e e 11 3 


To > ail me Reste a 1 e 
| Erin Subject, I have ehdeaveured to methods "7 
its Conſideration by arranging it under ſeveral diſtin 


Heads. As Terms of Technical Deſignation are little 


—_— by Perſons not eonverſant in Indian Reve- 
a Gloſſary is atmexed, 1 the OVER ind 
| Rane, of his i pip + eng Bars TOR PP 


:F propels, Fit; to Frieak Bee of. abe 
* their Right of Property in the Lands they occupy. 
Secondly, of Ryots and the Impracticability of the 
States collecting its Shate of the Produce of the 


Lands, immediately from them, | without Perplex⸗ 


ity, Loſs, and Uncertainty. Thirdly, of the Juſ- 
ice and Poliey of Settling with the Zemindars, 
in Preferenee to all: others, and of fixing che Quit 
Rents of all the Lands in India, * ever. ” 7 = 


41 


ot Z E M I N D A R 8 
and their Rights. 


* THE Word Zemindar is a e of . 
ſian Words Zemeen, Land, and Dar, Poſſeſſor, from 
the Verb Dauſhten, ſignifying, to poſſeſs, have, Bold. 

The etymological Meaning of the Word Zemindar i: 
therefore, Poſſeſſor of Land, and accords r 


with the © Signification attached to it, through my Go 


: * web the een, of ee $77 


"A EY bn A of the F Rights of. the 
*» @Zemindars to their Eſtates, muſt give, additional | 
Weight to the Arguments adducible in Favour of a 
Perpetuity Quit Rent. In this View I ſhall make 
ſome general Remarks in Favour of the Validity of 

their Hereditary and Proprietary Pretenſions. Though 

the Word Zemindar is a Perſian compound, no Argu- 


ment can be drawn therefrom, that Landholders did 


tendant of Land and Collector of Revenue. The na- 1 


tural Concluſion is, that the Conquerors of India, 2 | 


finding the Country ſhared by a Multitude of Proprie 2 
tors in actual Poſſeſſion of their Hereditary Lands, 


adopted that compound Deſignation which appeared 
to them moſt accurately to define their Idea of "I; 


Condition of this Claſs of their new Subjects. 


not exiſt previous to the Introduction of that Lan- 
© guage into India; and that this Appellation was confi. 
dered as merely deſcriptive of the Office of Superin- 


#* 


(8) 


+ 25 
The Maha Kaja, in whom, ma Sprerdien; the Zee 


mindars had paid their Revenues, was generally depo- 


ſed by the Victor; but there is Reaſon to believe the 
principal Landholders were conciliated to Fidelity and _ 
Allegiance by Confirmation in their Lands and every | 


Mark of Aſſurance and Encouragement. Deſpotiſm 
certainly. can annihilate the Preſcription of Centuries 


P5119 : 


gul Emperors however, ſeldom proceeded to Diſpoſ- 
* ſeſſion, except in Caſes of Incapacity, Peculation, or 
Rebellion. Even in ſuch Inſtances, Policy generally 
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or r ſome 3 Kt the ae; ee er. 
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known by a Variety of Deſignations, ſuch as Maltkas 
na, Moſhaira, &c. ſometimes the Malikana, &c. were 
allotted in Land. IThis is a ſtrong Pre ſumption that 
_the Government conſidered the Poſſeſſion of a Zemin- 
Garry to be more than a mere Official Station, in Sup- 
port of which latter Notion, the Signification of the 
Word Khydmut, uſed in Zemindarry Sunnuds, has 
been repreſented to be of great Weight. The Term 
| Khydmuti Zemindarry Felaun can however, be fairly 
_conſtrued to mean Nothing more than the Services 
cuſtomary, and Duties attached to the Poſſeſſion of the 
Eftate: Fat, too, corroborates this Interpretation of the 
Word Khydmut, for the Landholders have for Centu- 
_ ries tranſmitted their Eſtates to their Poſlerity. There- 
fore, even if the Tranſlation of the Word Khydmut into 
Engliſh, by the Word Office, be ſtrictly juſt, no Streſs 
can be ng, on it. Tt muſt * n W as, 2 
@ deſpotie 
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by the Exertion of irreſiſtible Authority. The Mo- 


induced them to prefer to the vacated Eſtate, the Son | 


Wen the Zeinitider- hb ack "retnbved Tor! ay 


„ Crime againſt the State, he received an Allowance, 
2 


? 
8 


„ 88 % > 


1 
deſpotic Mode of Diction, till it can be proved fhax 


the Zemindars did not, except in ſome very extraordi- 


nary Cafes, or during the uſurped Dominion of rebel. 
hous Viceroys, ſucceed to "ew N Hor che 


a denenba. 2p 
The Monarch of 8 all 1 as 


the Slaves of his Will, and Expreſſions of the moſt 
humiliating Abaſement, but conveying by cuſtomary. 


Aſſociation of Idea a mere formal inoperative Signifi. 
<ation are fometimes adopted by the greateſt Charac. 
ꝛers in the ä mann che Throne. 


A feudatory Landhoſder i in - TUES: 0 bis Ef, 
tate from his Liege Lord in all the Forms of preſcrip- 
tive Homage, and with Expreſſions: of indiſputable 
Service, as the Condition of his Tenure: But did the 
Paramount in the later Ages of feudal Prevalence en- 


þ tertain a Thought of preventing the Hereditary Tran. 


1 > 


miſſion of the Fief. The feudal Sovereign only exac- - 
ted a Khydmut, or Service, whether by perſonal At- 


zendance or pecuniary Commutation. In like Man: 


ner the Forms of the Royal Sunnuds, or Grants to the 


Zemindars ſuppoſe them to hold immediately of the 
Emperar, who was not accuſtomed, though. certainly 


able, to prevent the Succeſſion of the l Heirs, 


© Zemindars have been allowed by ſome,” to be ve 


* cual and Hereditary Officers of ColleRion. 


ta Zemindarry be only an Office, r the Propiie. 
te or Officers of Revenue, what a ſingular Phe- 


\ Homenon does India preſent! What am extraordinary 
Deviation in Policy ſrom every other Country is exhi- 


| diced to our View! / __ EF hands 55 
3 Py, 45 # 
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A Ado e appoints zunge able Ofſi- 


cers throughout its vaſt Dominions, to collect a Land 
Tax. Not ſatis fied with conferring <5 Office of. ſuch 
Truſt and Credit on theſe Colleftors of Revenue, it 


Allos the Deſcendants the ſingular Privilege of He- 


reditary Suoceſſion to the Employment, and in Caſes 
of Diſpoſſeſſion, indulges them with a See 
e Wi * their Majotenance.. 5 


4 . 


e os in the Wit over afield „ 


vants. The Preſumption therefore is farcible, that 
the Mogul Government did certainly conſider the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Zemindarry as ſomething. more than they 
mere Change of an Office. | 
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The Empexor 8 ha has Por 


bly limited future Demand, and fixed the Tribute 10 5 


the Imperial Court for- ever, on a molt equitable Al- 
ſeſfment. The Country too, when that victorioue 


Monarch gave this Inſtance of admirable Moderation 


was celebrated throughout the Eaſt for its Commerceg 


ManufaRures, and Opulence. It —ů 


mote capable of bearing an annual Increaſe of Taxa, 


fon, than on our aſſuming the Reim of Governm⁰ ⁴u 


in 1765. It was chen ſmarting from, the recent Eno 
mitities al che Nahob Ooſſim A dae and e 
oully required mitigated. = NANG and qudicous Leni- 
. 10 1 rate and aſſure. 28 " 648332 2 Wy 1 K 
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When Dag and Jaghects are bee the 


. dense the State, receivable fram the exempted 


4 8 Granteg. to be collected . 
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| 1 
=_ by his own Officers, who W in his Name. all 
it the uſual Financial Rights within the DR. — 
| | of his | oe | _— .. 

[ | A 1 The Jagueendars, . and FOES OR 
is hh. frequently continued the Zemindars in Poſſeſſion of 
| Jn weir Lands at an eaſy Quit-Rent, and when they re- 

| moved them from the Management, paid them Mali- 
j kana (a Tenth of the Rent), or neaſured off a Tenth | 
| itt Land for their Subſiſtence. Te this Day a Chout, 
z: or fourth Part is very commonly feparated in Land or 
" paid in Caſh to the Zemindar, in Liquidation of his 

| 1 Claim, by the Aymz of Bahar; a 
1 — much & — the Amount of Mali- 
: paid by the M 1 - It is worth 
if icing, the Word Mali ive from the 
1 Word Malik, which ia Arabic literally fignifies Own- 
iS er or Proprietor: Malikana may be _—_— tranſla- 


4 : * Official, but an Hereditary Right, derived from'the 
4 e Centuries. Some Weight Galli 
| think, be allowed to the Opinions of thoſe, who! by 
Ri Experience in the Revenue, long Refidence in India, 
„ db Official Opportunities of the beſt Information, may 


de ſuppoſed more competent than the generality to be. 


thoroughly acquainted with the Nature and Extent of 
Rand N. 8 . "A 


Me Hasel wes of the heritabls Ole of 
the Zemindarry Lands in the moſt as” Torms, - 


"a on of or nn. to wg Nn ins "Vs, 38 
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that * Poſſeſſion of 1 Zemindarry is not r 8 
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Extract from Mr. HasrinGs's Minute, March 
es 


. None of the "> Ir ne | = Men of Subſtance, nor 


in general is there any other Means of recovering their 
Balarices than by the Sale of their Lands, and the de- 
priving them of their Inheritance, even when done 


wit tlie ſtricteſt Juſtĩce, is alwaysatterded with ſome 


Degree of aum, and is an Att of Severity W e : 


late Adminiſtration ever wiſhed we AV? ib. 54 
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7 "at think it necellary 60 mention, I do nt BE 

the Appointment of Superintendant of the Bunds of 
the 24 Fergunnas, but as, a temporary Meaſure only, 

who the antient Zemindars ſhall be reſtored to 


7 Rights, or the Lands ſhall be let on permanent: 


es, ſuch an Office will certainly be unneceſſary, 


as the Care of the Bunds will be left in Charge to 


5 — whoſe Intereſt it is to keep them in Order. The 
24 Pergunnas are at preſent the Zemindarry of the 


Company, by the Di/poſſeſſion of the legal Proprietors, . 


whoſe hard Cafe I have long ſince recommended to the 


Juſtice of the Company.” e . 7 — EE <a 
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| Lbnids 6f che Probinecs Areawththe Property. of. che 


Eaſt India Company, bui of the Zemindits anſl other 
Claſſes of the Natives, who owe nothing to Govern- 
ment but a fixed Pottion of the nett Produce. How- 
ever, were the Fatt determined by Authority, I ſhould 
Rill think it my Duty to fabmit my Opinion to the 
Company, that it is incompatible with their true In- 


tereſt to Hold ſich x Property themſelves; that they 


ought inftantly to diveſt themſelves of it in Favour of 
thoſe Nativet om I call the Proprietors, in whoſe 
Hands alone it can be made Produktive of a perma- 
nt Revenue; „ that "under the direct Kankfetticht of 
See whether by Farmers or Agents the 
ands muff fall to Xi that if ze Täring l nem 


| Were not, as I deem! ut, an le Viola, of Ri % 


in "the firſt Inſtance, i it ought to be renounced on ever 


rational Principle of 'Occonginy as immediately He 
0us fo the Country, and pltimately to that Goberk⸗ 
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mD e 10 dns nismus ddt mot of 
Band, bu. Son A Remarks an Mr.. 
a'w's Perpetuity Fan, dated Jen! 25, 17890) 5" 
ucoriguodt nnn ne 10 Woes Pod busm mosi 07 
1 „eee Bld 5, whe „but adtaftting a5 
1 do, % Rights of Zemiiidars't 10 Ze Property iii 
Soil, I know not that Governnient has Right to dH- 

poſe of their Property in their Abſence, Except in 
Diſtraints for Balance.“ c 
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I ſhall conclude the Subject of Zemiindarry 5 9 | 
by informing the Reader, that in the Year 1773, the 
Ro af, Tör fi ati fi of the er, 
and* e 47 Regiſters and 3 F Ws 
and Cuſtoms, the Naib Subahdar of Bengal, Mahom- 
med Reza Khan, the Pundits or Hindoo ON ra 
Kezb Shifab RT Dewadkof Baer dit Adekidne - 

Gräter of, CoVertiiichr, on fie Watte Temin. 
darry Propenty; Their O etre es on the Pro: 
ceedings of lug Ben l Governme! "unanifioufly | 
confirm the 1 Alg e or Zend and the 
h eritable Quah ity of che i Zi: The Opinion "oP the 
Naib Supadar in Favour of the Zemindars, i- in riet 
Confort) to che Law SPARE Can, he pfenduf, 
ces“ That a Son has a Right to ſucceed his Pattern 
= 1 independently of any Sunnud from 5 5 
e Wi bol is N n the Ning Pier . 
Pi as he pt! His Right obty/Exrchdst6%the 

" rechivihg t fixed Revenue. he M6j 5 
duerors being Muffülmef, Gere cleretre 

. their Religion not to Ad in Corti" ts Ng - 
Holy Lay, for which __y had an enthuſiaſtic Re- 
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To them who entertain any Doubts of the Compe. 


tency of theſe Natives to give a true Opinion o 


N 
the Queſtions propoſed to them in 1773, I beg Leave 
to recommend the Peruſal of Sir Charles Boughton 
Roufe's Remarks on this Subject, in his Diſſertation, 
Page 131. That Gentleman' r pen 
to me e and convincing. 
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Tue Word RYOT.is Arabic, and poſſeſſes a two. 
atic : It means, a Subject in general of a 
"State or Country; it likewiſe has, by Cuſtom, a more 


FO who occupy Lands held from the Proprietor, or or 
the Government. In this 


latter Signification, it is invariably underſtood. in the 


— Diſcuſſion of all Topics i in ** wile « connetted e 


8 8 2 
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A Byos is 3 who 0 . che 
* Tp occupies, and pays a Rent as the implied 
Condition of his Tenure to the Zemindar, or to the 


| Tabſeeldar, who is a an e ne 


1 98 |S 


fas) | £5 


There are two deſcriptions of Ryots;. Ryots.. 3 
4 eukiyme, a paniicular St at. ox very near, the Place 

of their own Reſidence, and Ryots who cultivate 
Lands where they do ny reſide, coming themſelves 
or ſending their Nependants to carry on the Tillage 
and diſcharge the Rents. The latter Ryots, in C onſi | 
deration of their, coming from ſome; Diſtance, gene- <3 
rally receive more Encouragement than the former. 
1 Rent they pay, is leſs than that exacted from other 

Ryots. The Amount to be paid by Ryots is either 
determined by the Pottah; long . Preſcription, or the 
particular: Articles cultivated, The Rates vary in al- 
moſt every. Pergunna, according to.the e Aa 
"5 ee e RGat Hime N Gino 
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* The e of #.Faugh, ol e Nb. Proddeg, 
| mentioned by-Eafter Writers as: the Standard of De. 
mand from the Ryots, may have been ſtriftly adhered. 

e in former Times; but in the preſent Day T believe 

" it will be found, I this Rate of Collection i 2s obſer- 
ved in ſew, if in any Parts of Indoſtan. In the Com- 
pPany's Dominions the Ryot is very well pleaſed to re- 

oeive half the Produce AS. his Share; and it 5 well 5 
known, chat all over Bahar che conſtituted Claim 1 

dhe Ryot does not exceed the Ratio of 174 out of. 40- 

Indeed ne {xpences attendant; on the Sale 
ol his own, and G ent's Share of, Grain, (far be 
4. obliged to take the, Selling, of Government 's Share f 
of Grain on himſelf); and, Nuzzerati, and other Fees 
axe dedutted, the nett appropriablg Sum, realized. af 
. M ths is always far on of even this Amount. 
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Lands ready Filuge- may be improved by en- 
couraging and” affiſting the 'Ryots with Money, and 
inducing them to cukivate Articles of a ſuperior Qua- 
hty, for which there may be 4 Demand“ In this 
Mode, a Bega (about a third of an Acre which yielded 
1 W ebe. 


mey in 
— 
Rent, whether in Kind or Money: A N 
| Hire in Rad, entitles the Zemindar to di ſpoſſeſi 
him; but the Fatt muſt be ſairly proved in the Public 
Cutcl I here ſpeak oH Ryets whO EaVe cukt 
nds either by expreſt or tacit Conſent of the 
Sovernment or Zemindar for a great Number of Years. 
I am fatisfied the Mogul Courts of Revenue would ſe- 
cure ſuch old Tenants not in default in the Occupancy 
of their Lands, conſidering them to have s preſcriptive | 


| Wr not defcendible to Heirs like a Zemindar- 


y, but on the Death of eee 
Nr rer 494. 2c 4 bs 644 
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I may be p 
. — 
Jagueerdars, Zemindars,” and Farmers ls the” Land 
_ Revenue, a particular Injunttion to and 
protett the Ryot is never omitted. Were a' Power 
by Government in the Zemindar, to remove 
=. n they bave ſo 
tenanted. they might occaſionally (though 1 be- 
.. 
was fixed and permanent) fuffer unjuſt Expulfion frem 
his Caprice and Reſentment. Ryots who have merely 
cultivated re TEE * N for a om e 
„ | + Years, © 
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Phe Ryots wh gultiwnte 


. 


FF 
Government or Temindar, may be, regarded. as er 
vants lat Wall) and ſiahle to be, zemgved wWheneves 
mere Advantageous Offers ara made forthe: Lands they 
_ $ceupy- 2; aRyas whoſe long! tenancy, ſecures him 


fm arbitrary Niſpoſſa ſſion declines entering into any 


ſpqciſic Bngapements,pe Nifaquity.or Injuſtice can 
ariſe, obæcauſe the Inexiſtence of a. Pottah always en- 
ditlss the Zemindar, to, olg according io te [Rate + 
ol ſchat panticular Spot for the,reſpeRive Agticles.cule 
Fired, Micalurement d Mode zo aſcertain dhe Nams 
berief Begas of;garh Kindeef Produce and the Aamapme 
Rent calculated therein) zuονEè 2 Ou n 
to 4A 30910 ib. ni abas. dl 10 ul 9:11 21815 : 237-70 
It wol. alſo beallowed,gbat there are in ſome. Diſ- 
tits Ry ots, who can prove the Hereditary Occupaney 
of. their, Families for ſome Cenerations, and "ho 
kaye been alyay9uled to: pay. a certain red Amount 
Rent. Such old Families :yught undpubzedly.to be 
allowed ſto plead. Freſctimion and Cuſtom, and to en- 
joy their Lands, under-theix;Zemindars'at the old Rate 
for ever: by aprt Copyhold Tenne. 
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enpexience good Exeatment. TheiRyots of the Go- 
vernmental Lands vftewfly incothe-Rent-free Valls 


wittha deſire to All and labour lin them, free from 
the. Vigilance of the Farmer i but theſe poor Wretches 
are not allowed the Liberty of hogſing their Place of | 


Reſidenoe. The Farmer's. Hiregrabs ſoon) detett 
them in 'their,/Secluſion, 'and-compel. them again, to 
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empecd Lande generally 
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| ulli in Sorrow the Fields n ier 
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a mindar ecke Rye wil? Ls ae Me Au. 
vankage: Being unconſtrained. on the leaſt ill Treat- 
ment, he will remove ts the Eftate of ſome more con- 
ſiderate Landholder, by whom he vill be ſolicited and 
conciliated to Induſtry, and be protected in the conſo- 
latory Enjoyment of che Newürd of his Labour. In- 
deed ſuchextenſive Tracts are walle in the Compa- 
ys Provinces, that the Ryot/ hen 'once Property 
allumes a permanent Value, Welk he to's Conſequence 
hitherto unknown, _ "the Country rapidly exhibit 
beneficial Effects of limited 
. e A v various Circuniftantth operate to Taife 
or depreciate the Value of Lands in different Parts of 
A " Jil Empire, it 1s impratticable to nx an average 
Aſſeſſment for the Ryots. The Zemindars and Ryots 
will ſettle the Rates per Begu among themſelves, agree- 
ably to the Value of the Articles of Produce where 
the Lands are ſituated. ' Government ſhould only en- 
force the rigid Obſervance of Engagements between 
the Parties. If it ſhould interfere to tus the Ryots, 
it would encroach' on the appropriate indefeaſible Pri- 
vilege of the Proprietor. Some have urged the 1 
and Profit which” would reſult from "Gove 2 
collecting, as Landlord, its Share of the Produce im- 
mediately from the Ryots. The following 2 — 
on the ImpraQticability of ſuch a Syſtem, by a Gen- 
tleman, well known in India for his thorough Know- 
ledge of the Revenue Collections, contain ſo minute 
and perſpicuous a Conſideration of this Subject, that 1 
| 3 Reader's rar Attention tothe: 
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If the Ryots be declared e proprietors of the 
Soil; it ſeems juſt that they ſnould be taxed in Pros 


portion to their nett. Receipts, according to the fol- 


lowing Principle, eſtabliſhed by the Author of the 
Wealth of Nations.“ The Subjects of every State 
ought to contribute towards the Support of Govern- 
ment as nearly as poſſible in & + (veg to their reſ- 
| pettive * Abihties/ 461! > brit. 1 0 Mine 31t 7 7 
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Thin en mines wohin 


o aryctht Principle of taxing as 3 
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. The Quantity 2 Lands poſed by ach ; Ryo. 


2. + The G of Lands ſenile or 
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* The Situation of th | be a. r: 10 Rivers 
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1 The Alone neceſary lor Fallow Land, Ft 
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6. The Expences of Cultivation. F rain 


7: The Leben, to be paid. 
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Thee eit th dee Wb eflehliat Objects of Con« 

| ſideration, to obtain an accurate Knowledge of the 
nett Proceeds of the Lands to the Ryots. Other ſe- 
condary Points muſt alſo be determined, ſuch as the 
Nate of Batta on the 78 1 to be paid; by whom the 
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ing to their nett Receiptsints 3 are follow= | 
ing Points mult be" + envi pwend 419% gale, 
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3. The Produce of the Land and the Value'of it, 4 * 
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Poolbundy Repairs ſhall be made; at what Period he 
Tax be paid; whether any, and what Proportions ſhalt 
be paid for new cultivated Lands, &c. Waving, how-, 
ever, a Diſcuſſion of theſe, to avoid Prolixity, the 
following Remarks offer themſelves on the" en Tſe-/ 
ven + ee n 60} S ins or nne 


5 * 
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int 


l The 3 of Land poſſſld, lp. . pe. 


ces annot be known without a Meaſurement in the firſt 
Inſtance, and no ſubſequent Knowledge thereof can be 

kept up without conſtant local Obſervation. There 
being every where waſte Lands, theſe might be en- 
croached on; and the irruption of Rivers might en- 
croach on the Land poſſeſſed” on the Meaſurement. 
The latter alfo, as well as the Deſertion of Ryots, might 
. be alledged without Foundation, were no Perſon on 

7 2 the Spot on the Part of g to detect the 


SAL. "tant Allegations .:1.{ 1}; 41 


This Syſtem; therefore, "Or — to tequbre 
that an Officer ſhould be maintained by Government, 
at leaſt in every Village, to prevent Impoſitions in 
Reſpeft to the Quantity of Ground aſſeſſed; and even 
then the Prevention of e ee, muſt e on the 
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; 13 Integrity of the Officer. a 1 0 
2. The Quantity of Lands can, in the firſt Inftance, 
be aſcertained only by a Perſon of local Experience; 
and to render the Aſcertainments ſufficient for the 
| _ Purpoſe intended, be muſt alſo poſſeſs Integrity. The: 
. 7 . ſame Properties are requiſite to continue a Knowledge. l | 


«4 


of ; 20s; of the Lands which, e Ai 
* . Ne 245% ally. 5 | «#1 
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bs aſcertained only by local n app | Expe. . 8 
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3 The Produce of the Lands of courſe may vary % dN 


* 


annually, and as the Returns to the Landlord from 
different Articles are exceedingly different in Amount, { 
it will be eſſentially neceſſary to keep up a conſtant 
Knowledge of theſe Variations. The Price of many 
Articles vary annually, which would occaſion further | 
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4. The a of Land, in oli to > Rivnis and 
Markets, muſt neceſſarily be conſidered in the 4 
inſtance, and any Changes in theſe Reſpetts my 7 5 : 
lkewiſc e 0. ab art 54 7 27 ö 
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If The, owance e neceſſary; for FG Lands could he * 
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rience. 
6. The Expences of Cultivation involve many: 
the Fa Coſt and Wear of the Implemetus of Huf. 
bandry, the Price of Cattle "and Expence of Main- 
taining them, the Value of the Seeds, and the Intereſt 
of the Mare ſunk i in each of theſe Keren 


* 


7. - The 8 to be — muſt be uniform, or Ac { 
it. could. not; be equal; yet, unleſs it were very mo- 
dexate, the Cultiyation of Rice and other unpro- 


ductive Articles muſt be conſiderably raiſed, which * 
by increaſing the Price of the Neceſſaries of Life 
might be attended with bad Conſequences. At pre- i < 1 


ſent the productive and unproductive Lands are let > + 


together; a Loſs N ſome is made up upon others. 3 | 
The 3 55 oY 8 8 8 
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The above Conſiderations appear ſufficient: to 
evince the. impoſſibility of even approximating in 
Praftice, to the conſtant equal Taxation of eo in 
Proportion to their nett AE; | 


Of the Juſtice and Policy of a 
perpetuity Quit Rent, and ſetling 
with the Zemindars i in! Preference 


to all others. 


* 


BEFORE I enter on this 


\ 


jeft 1 er 
deliberate Opinion, that the Country, in a deplorable 
State, at the Company's Acceſſion to the Dewanny, 
from the recent Enormities of the Nabob Coflim Aly 
| Khan, has not been ameliorated i inits Condition fince 
that Period. The various Syſtems which have been | 
ſucceſſively adopted by the Britiſh Government in 
India, previous to the Commencement of the preſent 
decennial Settlement, have failed in different Degrees | 
to e e and infure Redreſs, - * 


55 1 


Were we told, that in a certain Kingdom the Land. 


holders had been extruded from their Poſſeſſions, that 
Subverſion of preſcriptive Hereditary Rights had been 


( + ) 


 fanRified by an arbitrary Pretext of concughel} Re. 


ſources ;' that rapacious Renters of the Land Tax, ar- 


med with Powers efficiently delpotic, had levied il- 
limitedly from the dropping Huſbandman; could we 


reaſonably imagine the Condition of ſuch a Country 
to be flouriſhing, even though we ſhould be further 
inſidiouſly informed, that notwithſtanding theſe diſ- 
treſſing Circumſtances, it continued to ſupport the 
Payment of a vaſt Revenue to the State. Should we 
not rather ſuppoſe, that many Tratts formerly inhabited 
and cultivated, had become deſerted and untilled ; 

that Manufaftures were debaſed and diminiſhed, and 


that antient and reſpectable Families, had been redu- 


ced to bewail their loſt Credit and Excluſion, in the 


| Embarraſſments of ene woes the ER. 
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How will our 1 be 3 on en his 
the preceding Deſcription is applicable to the Bengal 


. n injured by ene en ue 3 


eg this e Picture, I mean not to = 


pute to che Engliſh Superintendants of Diſtrits: any 
Diſpoſition to countenance . Oppreſſion. The Opi- 
nion formed of their Capacity for their Stations, mult 
be ſuppoſed to depend in ſonie Meaſure on the flou- 
riſhing State of their reſpective Provinces: They 


would naturally therefore, on this Account, and much 


more, I am confident, from a Spirit of Benevolence 
: towards the Natives committed to their Care, exert 
themſelves to the utmoſt to promote the Proſperity of 
| * Country, which can only be effefted by an equal 


muſt 


* 


Diſtribution of — to the Inhabiunts, Bur 


, 
— 
Err * 
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muſt be remembred, the grand Object of their Ap. 
pointment is the compleat Realization of the Compa- 
ny's Revenue: A Failure in this Reſpect is dreaded _ 
as the probable Prelude to the Diſpleaſure of Govern 


*  exemplily, 1 dai the following Cale: : 
 Oppreſſed Ares complitng The ColleQor infligs 
| inflantaneous Puniſhment on the convicted Farmer; 

The Farmer, who conſiders the Ryots as a Kind of 
Property during his Leaſe, makes "Vehement Repre- 
| ſentations, and protells againſt. the Interference; He 
| foretells with inſidious Remonſtrances the certain 
1 Ruin of his Credit with the Bankers, and prognoſti- 
| cates, in the Diminution of his Authority, the inevi- 
\''$ table Loſs of the remaining Revenue; The Ryots, 
3 | glad of an Opportunity of Vengeance, unite with the 
1 ouſted Proprietors at the moſt critical Seaſon of the 
4 Collections. Every Art is tried, every Intrigue prac- 
11 | tiſed which oppreſſed Ingenuity can deviſe. A ſecond 
if | Petition for undue Support is preſented by the Far- 


4+ | mer; the Collector will not, however, proſtitute the 

1 8 | Truſt committed to him, by ſanftioning the illicit 
* Ab waub or extra Demand made on the Ryots, and 
4 = perſiſts in the ftrif Enforcement of Juſtice. The Ry- 
I | 4  ots immediately perceive the Chief's Determination 
4 not to ſuffer the Contractor, like a Sovereign Deſpot, 
to impoſe new Taxes at his Pleaſure. A Shower of 
| Accuſations forunjuſtifiable Demands ſoon overwhelms 
the latter with inextricable Confuſion. His har- 
raſſed Officers are examining Accounts, and anſwering 


e when they ſhould be receiving Money, 
rn. - 


(23 ) 


Perplexity _ Delay enſue, the Payments lacken, 
and the Scene cloſes, with a Balance againſt 1 
trict. Government is diſſatisſied, and the Deficience — 
of this upright and ſcrupulous Collector is contraſted ö 
rvith the compleat Realization effected by ſome neigh- 
bouring N whoſe Diſtrict has been per- 
haps for a'Courſe of Yeats by far more eafily aſſeſſed, 
and whoſe Renters are therefore not ſo ſtrongly temp- 
ted to any Hagrant Akts or Pinage and Oppreſſion. 
The Situation is peculiar anxious and unſuitable. The. 
collecting Officer of a large Province, ſurely gught : 
not to be involbeck in fach crit, ſuch perplexing. . W | 
ernatives : In Thort” as it is obferbel by Mr. —_ 
2 WAS cr of Juice 1.18 ible w 
the*compleat Realization” of the Company's Revenue. 
Evil is fo fatally and intimately interwoven with the 
very Syſtem itſelf, that their Coexiſtence is inevitable. 
Palliatives' have been repeatedly ed by the Benevo- 
lende ot "niahy judicious” Collectors; but Experience! 
demonſtrates that Eradication of the irher ent Püncl- 
ple of Abufe is the Unly! Remedy,” auc this can atone” 
be effected by cbmpleat Ant ihitation of the Syitem. fl 
new Soo N en e hrs Boy: ot 3515147 
The decenfllaf Settlement w with the Zemindars, 2955 
Thope, prove for ever fatal to the Farming 0 Ren l. 
Funktuality of Paymient, and" increafe of Agriculture, 1 
will gradually” evince the Superiofity of long and ealy call lol 
Leaſes with tlie Proprietors themſelves, over every N 
paſt, Plart of Land Tale Unſupported” Aſſer- . 
tion is refittable þy ſimple Conte? I proceed,” 
therefore, to the Proof of What 1 have ady "anced « con- ; | 
| cerning the wal State of the Country, FD Fe —_ 
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1 ; 045 Dit 71:4: | 10 


1 "=y DO 3 Wy. | 7 BEOS MO op 
2 780 Hor LESS iT; * 7345j435.& 11485 K 78514 34 {5 3h 2 8 we | 


1322 4 1 : 4 


b I | "« „11 1 give Pain to an Rn op to "ty How | 
| ; . ſon to think, that ſince the Acceſſion of the Company 
I 40 the Duanny, the Condition of the People of this 
| oY has been works than i it was before... 1 r 


| | F > _ « In Alliverdy Caen 's Tine. 105 1 186 ht 

#1 < Revenues paid 1 into the Treaſury Was much leſs than 
5 Phat comes in at preſent; but then the Zemindars, 
Shroffs, Merchants, &c. were rich. and would at any. 

Time when an Emergency requiredijt, ſupply the N abob 

with a large Sum, which they frequently did, parti- 

7 cularly when he was at War with the Mahrattas; the 

i Cuſtom then Was, to ſettle a Malguzzary with the dif, 

ferent Zemindars on moderate Terms; the Nabob abi 

ded by his Agreement ; the Zemindars had a natural 

Intereſt in their Piſtricts, and gave proper Encourage- 
ment to their Ryots, and when neceſſary, would wait 
for their Rents,. and borrow Money to pay their Mal- 

guzzary punttually. There were in all the Diſtricts 

| Shroffs, ready to lend Money to the Zemindars when 

required, and even to the Ryots, which enabled many, 

to cultivate their Grounds, which otherwiſe they could 

not have done, This Mode of Collection, and a free 

Trade, which they carried on in ſuch a Manner that 

the Balance moved greatly in its Favour, made this 


Country Jour even, under an a er, 
ment. | 


* 


1 « When - 
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1 When the Engliſh received the Grant of . Du- 
- anny, their firſt Conſideration ſeems to have been 
their raiſing as large Sums from the Country as could 
be collected, to anſwer the preſſing Demands from 
Home, and to defray the large Expences here. The 
Zemindars not being able or willing to pay the Sums 
required, Aumils have been ſent into moſt of the Diſ- 
tris. The Aumils on their Appointment, agree with 
the Miniſters to pay a fixed: Sum for the Diſtrifts they 
are to go to, and the Man that has offered moſt has 
generally been preferred. What a deftrufive Syſtem 
is this for the poor Inhabitants | The Aumils have no 
Connexion or natural Intereſt in the Welfare of the 
Country where they make the Collechions, nor have 
they any Certainty of holding their Places beyond the 
Year. The beſt Recommendation they can have is to 
pay up their Kiſtbundees punctually, to which Pur- 
pole they fail not to rack the Country where they 
make the Collections, whenever. they find they can- 
not otherwiſe pay their Kiſts, and ſecure an handſome 
Sum for themſelves. Uncertain in their Office, and 
without Opportunity of acquiring Money after their 
Diſmiſſion, can it be doubted. that the future Welfare 
of the Country is not an Object with them, nor is to 
be eapecled in human Nature. Theſe Aumils alſo have 
no Check on them during the Time of their Employ- 
ment, they appoint thoſe that act under them, fo that 
during the Time of the Year's Collection their Power 
is abſolute. There is no fixed Huſtabogd, by which 
they are to collect, nor any likelihood of Complaint, 
till the poor Ryot is really drove to neceſſity, by having 
More demanded of him than he could poſſibly pay. 


„ * 1 poor wretches will bear, rather than quit 
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"their Habitations to come here 10 p eſpecially 


when it is conſidered that it muſt always be attended 


with Loſs of Nime, Riſk of obtaining Redreſs, and a 
Certaintj of being very ill uſed, ſhould the Aumils in- 
fluence be ſufficient to prevent the poor Man obtain- 
ing Juſtice, or even acceſs to thoſe, able to grant it to 
him. On this deſtructive Plan, and with a continual 
Demand for more Revenue, have the Collections been 


made ever fince the Engliſh have been in Poſſeſſion 
of the Duanny. Had the proper Meaſure been pur- 
ſued after the Event of the Famine, probably its Ef- 


*fets might by this Time have been felt in a much lefs 
conſiderable Degree, but too much Regard having been 
then and thereafter paid to the realizing as confiderable 


a preſent Revenue as e ae thoſe Effetts have of 
"Court . * * | 


CE EET * 


de. When a her conſiderable _— e 
a chird of the whole Inhabitants, had periſhed, the re- 
maining two thirds were obliged to Toy” oy the Ps 
now left mung a Cultivator. | TY 

SM | 


21 would alfo VO he INS the Binds, 


© whenever it can poſſibly be done with Security to'Go- 


- vernment, in the Zemindars Hands, in Preference to 
indifferent Lzardars. e _ bid more 
00 e Farms.” g 
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Extraci / a Letter from Mr. GEORGE VANSITTARx, 


1 


1 


Extract of a Leiter from Mr. DacrEs, 10 the Go- 
VERNOR- GENERAL and CouNnCcit, dated 
Feb. 10, 1775. „ 


* . 


| .-4TQ unt a Remiſſion in the W is a Meaſure, 
which 1 have to recommend, to remedy the general 
Decline of the Revenue. To remedy theſe Evils, and 


to reſtore the Country to a flouriſhing State, there is 
but one effeftual Method: grant the Ryots a total Re- 


miſſion of the Taxes, which have been accumulating on 


their Payments for theſe laſt fifteen or twenty Years 
paſt ; let a Settlement be then made with the Zemin- 


dars, fixing the Rent to perpetuity, and truſt to a Sale 


of their Property, as a Security for their Pay ments. 


8 7 42 


to the GOVERNOR-GENERAIL and COUNCIL,” 
dated January 20, 1778. 


J attribute the ColleQions falling fliort of the 


Settlement, to the Settlement having, in ſome Places, 
been over-rated, and in almoſt every Place fixed as 
high as could be afforded in a favourable Seaſon, ſo 
chat every extraordinary Accident unavoidably occa- 
ſioned Deduttions or Balances. This I regard as the 
general Cauſe throughout the Bengal Province. I ap- 
prehend there is no immediate Remedy, no poſſibility 
of realizing the Settlement, _ by reducing ut to the 
bn a Value WAY 2 . 


Extract 85 
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Extract from Mr. Faancrs's Minute, 1776. . I 


] think it apparent that under our Adminiſtration, 
the Deſire of Increaſe, invariably and inflexibly pur- 
ſued, is the Ruin of the Country, and e'er long, will 
be found the worſt Oeconomy. Secondly, that the. 
Mode of levying the Rents has been defective, chiefly . 
for Want of a fixed Jumma, or Quit Rent for each 
Zemindarry, which has rendered the Lands of no Va- 
lue from their precarious Tenure, and taken away the 
only Incitement to improve them. The actual Em- 
ployment of Farmers and Contractors, while Penſions: 
are given to the Zemindars, has been a farther Cauſe 
of Oppreſſion to the Ryots, and of Courſe Depopula. 
tion, by increaſing the Number of Perſons to be ſup- 
ported by the Farm, and throwing the Profits, if any, 
into the Hands of Strangers, chiefly refident at the 


Capital, inſtead of leaving them to circulate through 
the Zemindars to their Tenants, 


The Country having been greatly impoveriſhed, | 
and much leſs Land cultivated than heretofore, Taxes 
are of Courſe multiplied on what remains in a State.of 


Tillage, which muſt enhance the Price of all Articles 


prodiic:d, as well Neceſſaries of Life, as raw Materials | 
for Manufacture. There is no other Way of accoun: 
ting for a Fatt, which contradits the common Prin, 
ciples by which the Price of Things, or the Propor- 


tion between .oney and things it repreſents, is uſu, 


ally de'-cmined. It is notorious, that Manufaftures 
and all other Azticles are much dearer now, than 
when che Country abounded in Specie, In the ordi. 


('29 ). 
nary Courſe of Things, the Reverſe-ought to be true. 
In Bengal, it is not true, becauſe the heavy Exattions 
of Government compel the Farmer to raiſe the Price 
of bis Produce, and the Manufakturer of his Labour, 
and their Standard 4 K 05 the: me * 
other Rank of Lite, 7 


2 « The Lands a Rena heir open to the Pro- 
poſals of every Adventurer, and all Improvements 
made in them eagerly hunted after, either for the Pur- 
poſe of immediate Increaſe, or to ſupport ſome Defici- 
ency; it became the Intereſt, and as I am well gſſu- 
red, has been the Practice of the Zemindars to depopu. 
late their Lands, and to leſſen the Value of them to Go- 
uernment, fince every Improvement not only ſubjected 
them to a preſent increaſed Demand, but alſo to have 
ap all ee or e Rent raiſed. | 


be Zeus ders being thus made the Enemies of | 
Government, have in general been removed from the 
Management of their Lands, but have retained an In- 
 fluenee over the Tenants, partly by being their Here- 
ditary Maſters, and partly from the Expectation which 
the latterentertain of falling again under their Autho- 
rity. This Influence they employ to embarraſs Go- 
vernment, by making private Collections for them 
ſelves, raiſing Cpmplaints againſt the Farmers, and 
putting nn to flight er the Seaſon of the 
Collections. 5 | 

ff The Leona being on the whole aſſeſſed at the utmoſt 
of their Produce in the moſt favourable Seaſons, (tho 
in foun Floats panics Perſons may have been fa. 


voured 


63600 


voured with beneficial Leaſes) and all the exiding 
Wealth drawn out of the Pockets of the People, it 
follows that Government muſt depend for its Income 
on the precarious Events of Seaſon, Sale of Harveſts, 
and good Management in the Farmers and Collectors. 
The Ryot having nothing, and never expecting to 
gain any Thing, cultivates the Soil from mere Neceſ- 
fly, and no more of it than will ſupply : a bare ER | 
| ence for him my his Family. 


* am affured that the ſummabundy, or Rent Ac- 
count of every Individual Ryot, is fo confuſed by ac- 
cumulated Taxes on the Part of the Farmers, and 
Abatements taken in the Auſſul, or original Rent, by 
the Ryot, that perpetual Pretences are open to each 

Party, for the latter to cheat, and the former to op- 
preſs. The Pottahs, or Leaſes are ſo varied and full 
of Confuſion, that when Complaints are made, the 
ableſt Muttaſuddy of the Khalſa cannot tell ſtrictly 

bo is in the right. The Neceſſity of keeping up the 

| Revenue, generally en e th to 9 

the Farmer. | . 


«In vis a Relief to the hy- 1 do not 
ſpeak oſ temporary Comiſſion, left open to an arbi- 
trary Increaſe of Demands or future Improvements. 
The Jumma, once fixed, muſt be a Matter of public 
Record: It muſt be permanent and utialterable, and 
the People muſt, if poſſible, be convinced that it is ſo. 
This Condition muſt be fixed to the Lands themſelves, 
| independant of any Confideration of who may be the 
immediate or future Proprietors. If there be any hid- 


Len Wealth fill exiſting, it will then be brought forth 


and 


# 


602. 5 . 


ad hs in improving. the Ya becauſe the 
nee will be ſure he's is labouring for iel 
1 The . * A Plan, 33 theſe Prin- 
wake will now undoubtedly be attended with Diffi- 
culties, but theſe, whatever they are, muſt be forced and 
overcome. In my Opinion, the alternative is Ruin 


to the People firſt, and then to the Government. F 


- Extra# of a' Letter 8 88 1 E c. NF 
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ledtor of Bahar, to the Board of ie . 
A dated the 3 9 N. e — 7 
. 5 1 received Charge of Bahar 198 "© Aumil was | 
in Confinement, and almoſt all the Zemindars who | | 
had rented from him were either under Reſtraint, or 
had abſconded on Account of Balances. Their Ze- f 
mindarries were expoſed for Sale if any one would  _ it 
purchaſe, whilſt thoſe who relied upon Maliconnah, 'Y 
could not obtain any from the beggar d Aumil. In H 
this Situation there was nothing to take away from any ; 
ene, but N . to beſtow. l % 1 
2885 enn 97% 19% | bs TS; 4 
e 1 viſited — N 2 4 And he, : 1 
che impriſoned Aumil terrify ing every petty Zemindar 9 
and Farmer with Proſecutions for Arrears, and the 
Ryots retired into alienated Lands, as repreſented in bw 
my Letter from . m_ Date the go CO | 1 
Se ee e . | „ k 
.+— Hal Loeipat « Seuliment wth a Decreaſe, al. 11 
though I might have juſtly urged that the Aumils was ' 


! 


(92 ) 
a nominat and not a realized one, chat the average 
Rate per Bega, was particularly heavy from its former 
flouriſhing State, which was now reduced, and requi- 
red mueh Expence to be reſtored; yet I fear that my 
Lenity, in that Caſe, to the Proprietors, would have 
| been cenſured as a betraying of Government's Reve. 
i nues and ns ee as Re N Delalention;” 
hes 1 much Exertion, 1 ae e Men of 
Character and Property to take the rejected Villages, 
and by theſe Means the Government obtained an In- 
creaſe, and the Zemindars alſo a. proportional one in : 
Maliconnah, wherewith to liquidate their Debts and 
17 their Eſtates.” of 


— 


1 Law, eee of Baker, 
22006 Seed er unn e 


The Weber if as to receive petty Suns, 
1 their vexatious Extortions ſo frequently „ N 
n the * moſt ane anne 


+4 01 _- 


"70 Theſe, 3 are not de ae Sufferin gs: 
They are often deprived by Reſtraint, of the valuable 
| Seaſon for Cultivation, often prevented from reaping, 
| Always obliged to ſell their Grain diſadvantageouſly, 
| and hence, too often puniſhed and ruined at the End 
z of the Year for Failures, which a little Forbearance 
| would have averted. Even thoſe who prove fortunate 

enough to clear themſelyes, are obliged to borrow Mo- 
: , | oF i fern tf 7 ' 


TY 


ney at he” 16 putchaſe' che fam# Grain at two | 
Maunds per RiPor e for ſowing, which Wwe: folef for 
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five Maunds:” * by 
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PoE "OY Pt r 8 on 5* 7 7 Men, 5 
Tuouas Law, Ei. Colleddor of Bahar, | 
* 8 dated 4th of OAober, 1788. 


* No Man 328 aig Wells, plant Trees A, 
os improve a Village, leſt the Aumils ſhould propor- 
tionably aſſeſs him; if a Scarcity happen, Farmers ava- 
riciouſſy aggravate it into a Famine, Py "Foe we 
ing in the * only. Ob 1 5 


39 ny 1682 


ks £7 $4 
4 FILE: & 


« At Hh 8 al che Period 4 his Leaſe, "the. 
Farmer's Intereſt prompts. him to make the moſt to 
enrich himſelf, and render his Country leſs capable of 
an Increaſe, be will have e Welk and kept 
every under Renter i in a n | 

a If A Fange ie or is enen ſhould he. 
not have liquidated the Matikaneh, or Zemindars one 
Tenth, Government i 1s. bound in Juſtice, to the nu 
merous Landholders, to defray the Arrears from the 
Treaſury, the former being only a Delegate. Thus in 
Addition to Balances, Sums muſt be refunded. 


The Pewanny Adawlut 16 preſent diſtin& from 
the Nizamut, becauſe the fri Adminiſtration of Fuſ< 
tice would injure Government's Revenue, and ſuch is 
the Complication of the latter Syſtem,” that a ſeparate 
7 lp nome gen and all the unceaſing Exertions of a 
3 D | | EO. 


ö | * 5 e G 
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of 34 
ſeparate Board with the vigilant Superintendance of 


the HondOurable — ernor General in Council, are 
requiſite to keep the Machine in Motos. 


. 
* 


** The Farmers, by over taxing the moſt valuable Ar- 
ticles, Cotton, Sugar Cane, Opium, &c. which pay 
in Coin ſo much per Bega, have leſſened their Culti- 
vation, and the Ryots prefer planting Rice, which is 
deliverable in Kind, for if the Farmer demands more 
than his Proportion, the Ryot refuſes to cut it down, 
and ſteals enough at Night for his Subſiſtence, OY 
the Renander to-rot on 7 the Senn. 


« Laftly, the Pre; Syſtem accafions farches 4 | 


conveniencies, Anarchy, and Deſolation to Millions 


of native See, and Neffen of Poſleſſion, to 
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« „ Within theſe I Years of Peace and dee, 


the Burthens of Government are but little alleviated, 
and the Country ſcarce fereeptibly improved. From 
whence are future Armaments to be ſupplied, unleſs 
by the Riches of native Subjects. Should a Drought _ 


happen, where are the Stores of Grain for their Sub- 


ſiſtence. Neither will Sheds be raiſed for Cattle, or 
Barns 1258555 to 8 Corn, PS Poſſeſſion 1 is pre. 
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Extras of a Letter from Tou As Law, E55 a ; 
 teflar of Bahar, dated November 26, 1788, 460 
. "the Board of Revenue. _ 


1 cannot refrain from communicating the pathetic 
Expreſſions ol hy Deſcendant of a great Family. 


"on Our Fathers, ſaid he, "for adhering to the Com | 
oy” s Arms, obtained Penſions and Jaghiers, and 
they fondly imagined that they had benefited their 
Poſterity by introducing #mild Adminiſtration in Lieu 
| of Feudal Anarchy. They foręſa not that Offices 
of State and Command of Troops would naturally be 
excluded from us by Conquerors, and that as them- 
ſelves died, the Penſions and Jaghires would be ftricly a 
nen and ſequeſtred. Under adventuring Far- 
mers, we could not ſubmit to Extortion and Inſult, or 
expoſe ourſelves to Caprice for temporary Tenures. . 
Look, Sir, into our Houſes, our Widow Mothers re- a 
duced to Penury, in vain call upon us, who have 
mortgaged almoſt every Valuable in their Support; 
our Siſters pine in Celibacy for Want of Portions and 
Men of Property equal to their Rank. When we 
look forward, future Miſery adds Poignancy to pre- 
ſent Want; and che Retroſpect of, paſt Splendor, ag- 
gravates all; but we have now a Hope, upon the Mo- 
currery Plan, that ſome may be favoured with Grants, 
and thoſe who have Jewels or Plate remaining from the - 
Wrecks of their Family may purchaſe Villages, and at 
length, ſettle, by Degrees, to become efficient; our Gra- 
titude inereaſing to the Britiſh Government, which at 
once won us Placesof Tranquillity and ſecures us from 
A Invaſion, 


636) 


Invaſion, thus making the Superior Policy and Diſci- 
pline which ſubdued us, the Source of our Happineſs, 
The Look, the Manner of the Speaker, cannot be 
conveyed: Much therefore is loſt, yet 1 truſt even 
this faint Participation will be . to n 
and Reaſon. ; 7 


= « If my Mocurrery Settlement of the ad 
ö Nurhut Samoy, Pelich, Behar, Malda, and Coofra, 
ſhould be honqured with my Superiors Approval, 


„ l 


England. yet Permiffion to publiſh e even. n that Encou- 
ragement, would operate to promote Improvement 

and embolden Purchaſers of the Villages, where Im- 

prudence or Failure may cauſe a Sale. Already has 

Confidence in the Syſtem and in the Juſtice of Admi- 
niſtration, doubled i in ſome Places, I am informed, 

the Produce of Sugar Cane and Cotton ; thus Govern- 

ment will not only enſure their current Reyenue, but 
enrich the Country by Returns for Exports.” | 
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Extrad of a Letter from Ts A 
BROOKE, . £/q; Collector of Shawabad, end Rotas 
to the Bard of Rue. dated dgril 1, 8 — 


WY . Woeful ee of the defruRive C 
quences of the Farming Syſtem, excite in me the moſt 

E ardent Wiſhes for its Abolition. The very. Report 
. bas already raiſed in the Minds of the Zemindars all 
the Anxiety of Suſpenſe ; the marked Juſtice, how- 
ever, of the preſent Adminiſtration, makes hope pre- 


e They view with — Antic 
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che a Proſpect: They conſider it as the 
grand Epoch of .Igiberty, of Security, of Property. 
They look forward with Exultation to that happy 
Day, when arbitrary Exaction ſhall be no more ; when 
they can meet the returning Year without Fear of vex- 
atious Inveſtigation, or over-rated Aſſeſſment; when 


Evaſion and Deceit ſhall be uſeleſs and diſgracefuly 


and univerſal Eaſe, Proſperity, and Freedom throw a 
Veil of One over the ee er of — Uncer- 


tainty.“ 


* 
2 


I conſider, that while Government's Demand is 


ſubject to continual Variation, no Vigilance and Ac- 
tivity, no Experience and Probity in the Collector 
will be equal to a compleat Prevention of undue Af 
Jeſſment, 


2 68 Periodical 1 is fair and . in 
T heory, but Experience proves it unattainable in 


Practice; that the Attempt checks the Energy of Im- 


provement, fills every Mind with diſtruſtful Caution, 
and looſens the grand Link of permanent Intereſt, by 
which the Subject in all Ages has been moſt effeQu- 
ally ſecured in Attachment and Allegiance. | 


« The preſent Syſtem of collecting the Revenue, 


in ſome Caſes, renders a tri and rigid Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice in the Civil Courts abſolutely impoſh- 
ble. The Natives know, feel, and lament the deplo- 
rable Neceſſity, Mr. Law's Plan appears to me 
not merely to ſimplify, but to remove the preſent 
De oh Collection; ; to be en to the ftric- 


N » & KW : 7 ' : ; A ; te +3 
* ” 4 


* 


* 


LIT) ar 51.» , T2, oa S* r 


_—  — 


* 4 
* 0 : 
* 
* „ 9 K 4 + 
. 4 p 
: 
—— — a an — lliimoomrexcary 3 CT ð2W 0 7˖⁊ 4 ĩ ͤ)M— 2 „ 7 1 — = — = 2 — 8 _ £ 
W 2 * er wa re * - + + Wl * . — „ A ee #1 : EL IR. LA 8 mW TS EY a, CA * 4 2 4.” . 
1 , y . * 5 * o 4 * F 4 >» ( A 5 4 has DR, ft —— bun + — q * 
- p Yang: A TY Miri Ga” + * bf . OR #7 #4. ttm — —__ _- — * 
at N Jes x 3 b - <a + « . * 8 1 
E Wa» o « e. 4 ns = — * 8 e ** os LES” 2 9's rer wry YU o 
a oF neee * ** : : 
4 q 1 6 N 1 * ha 3 Sl WEIS, J 
* e LCs wv © "A 7 8 1 4 4 - * V o a p 8 Y 1 _ 
= - - oo — * - _— — 7 PR 


—_— — JV 
ads a7 


+ 4m 2-42” 


PRI: ˙ w 5d be 1 N 1 


* * 


** 


ee eee Dre, eee a2 vin pay 
ay 
9 


ee ee k 


OO RT OR OOO X I 1s 


n ] rr e 
$ > 


ri ors» ee 4 9 


e 


An 
aunts 
WR 


Sac 


( 38) 
teſt Proceſs of the Judicial Courts ; to be a Structure 


erefted on the Baſis of Equity, to overthrown only 
Ba the Subverſion of our Dominion. 5 


« Allow me, eke to apologize for this Tref. 
paſs on your Patience. My earneſt Deſire to ſee ſo 
beneficial a Meaſure as a permanent Quit Rent carried 
into Execution, has induced me (though unſanctioned 
by official Requiſition), to trouble you with this public 


Expreſſion of my Sentiments on Mr. Law's benevo- | 


lent Plan; . Plan which with a few ſubſidiary 
Emendations, will enfure-the Relief of anxious Milli- 


ons, diffuſe univerſal Satisfaction through every Sub- 


ordination of Landholders, and extend the Fame of 
our Juſtice to the remoteſt Kingdom of the Eaſt.” 


Extract of a Letter from William Aucusrtus 
'BroOKE, E/q; Collector of Shawabad, to tile 
: Board of Revenue, dated goth Sept. 1789. 


I cannot, Gentlemen, conclude this Letter with- 
out expreſſing my Senſe of the great Juſtice of Go- 
vernment, in permitting thoſe Zemindars, who have 
obtained Malikana in Land, to annex it to their He- 
reditary Eſtates. The vexatious Uncertainty, and fre- 
quently Injuſtice, conſequent to the late Syſtem, have, 
in moſt Caſes, driven theſe People to apply for a tenth 
of their Eſtates in Land. They thought it better to 
refign all Pretenſions to the Management of the Bulk 
of their Property, than to be ſubject to the depredating 
Interference of the Aumils of Government, an Inter- 
N which has oftentimes annihilated their propri- 

etary 


* 


| ( 39 } 
etary Rights, plunged them in inetticable Embarraſſ- 


ments, and rendered every Art and Evaſion n ö 


to cane ne n 


1 3 
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Lonp ConnwaALL1s, in a Letter to the Court of 
Directors, dated the + of 2 repreſenting 
the ro Condition of the Country, Jays, | 


ve That it is a moſt deſirable Object to ſecure to. 
every Man in India, his Property, and ſhield him from 
Oppreſſion, that the Company in their Wiſh to ac- 
compliſh ſo juſt and honourable an End, ſhould have 
his moſt cordial Co-operation ; but he thought in the 
reduced and deplorable State of the Country, be ſhonld 
find it an arduous Taſk indeed to carry the Intention 
of the Company i into Effe& + That he was of Opinion 


E 


the Government Hould begin by affording to the an- | 


tient Noble and Hereditary Zemindars and principal 
Landholders in Bengal, the Means of ring above 
DW 1 a Nei ome Degree of Dogacy-*, 
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PLE x the Letters Fo which the - preceding! 
Extrafts have been made, have already appeared in 
other Publications, chiefly however in one entitled, 
„Original Minutes, by PfIEIT FRANCIS, Ekg” 
who, by Arguments of great Force, has with much 
Ability ſupported the Claims of the oppreſſed Land- 
holders, to ſome Table Settlement of heir Quit Rents. 
| Theſe Extrafts, however, compoſing Part of the Chain 


of Evidence here adduced, their Re-publication in 


this Connexion i is unavoidable; and i it is preſumed the 
Teſtimony 
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Teſtimony of ſuch reſpectable Authorities will unde 

ceive thoſe who meaſure the Proſperity of the Bengal 

, Provinces, the Happineſs of the Natives, and the 
Equity of paſt Syſtems of Collection, by the Amount 

which has been received into the Company's Coffers. 

We ſee by it what has been the Fate of our Indian 

1 Subjects... Lamentable indeed ! Can we then heſi- 
þ tate to ſecure their Eaſe and Comfort, by li- 
F miting Demand, and fixing it, for- ever. We 
| may regret the Inefficacy or Perverſion of paſt 
=_ - Speculation, and be liberal in the Acknowledgment 


. of paſt Error; but this is not ſufficient Poſſibility of 
=: fimilar Evil in future muſt be prevented by ſpecific 
4 | Arrangements: Theſe muſt be guarded: from caprici- 
l | ous Innovation, by. conceded Principles of inviolable. 
i - Right. Thus a Palladium of Security and Property 


would be erected for the conquered Natives of India, 

which nothing but a public and infamous Violation of 

National Faith could injure or overthrow. Hitherto, 
an inſatiable Cupidity to detect every exiſting Source 

of Revenue, has delivered over theſe extenſive and 
. 5 APA al populous Provinces to unrelenting, unintereſted Ad- 
j i venturers, who have exerted every Art to defeat the 
4 profeſſed Object of their Appointment, which was aſ- 
— ſerted to be an accurate — of the real real Value 
11 of the Lands. eee et 5 


4 


"day. a Pprocurg 7" of re Diltridts, | 
have bid more than the Lands could afford. The | 


Conſequence is obvious; the Ryot muſt groan under 
the Iron Rod of Extortion. F | 


5 „„ 
r 1 REY 
4 * ag —_ -- * 4 - 
5 ; * 3 1 - E 2 1 4 of - Y ; 
4 " > 5 * 0 & 


* VE * 7 ©. ; ; * V 
* * * ; * . * 
The 
» 4 „ a ; A f 


/ . 
—— 


. - The femunerative Pittance of his Labour is wreſled 
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from him, perhaps, with Ignominy and Stripes. The 


waty Principle of future Profit however leaves him 
the bare Sufficiency of a ſcanty Subſiſtence. Flight 


with a deliberate Deſign of Infraftion : His Hopes ya : 


is precarious; the Mermydons of the Renter environ 
with inceſſant Vigilance the Villages of the ſuſpected. 
Deluſive Promiſes are liberally made at the Com- 


mencement of the new Year; Pottahs are granted eye 


vive with the condeſcending Aſſurances he receives, 
and he cultivates once more in doubtful Expedctation. 
But alas, he is doomed to a ſimilar Revolution of 


rated Revenue are ſecured by an atrocious Sacrifice of 


Toil and Diſappointment! Thus the private Emolu- 
ment of the Farmer, and the Realization of the over- 


the laborious Peaſant. Other Renters may have recei- 


ved from Accident or erroneous Information very eaſy 
Contracts. Have they, however, honeſtly diſcloſed 


their actual Collections to the Government? Far from 


it: They have involved their Receipts in ſtudied in- 
tricacy, and enjoyed their Profits in cautious Silence, 


till ſome envious and ſcrutinizing Obſerver has ouſted 
them in their turn by a Rack rent Offer, ES 


The Nabob Alliverdy Khan made 1250 n 


on che moderate Demands of the Court of Dhelly. 


Deſtiny left to Coſſim Aly to compleat the Ruin which 
preceding Viceroys had commenced. The Engliſh 


| Adminiſtrations which ſucceeded ſhed no Ray of Ame- 


lioration over 15 gloomy Aſpe& of Affairs. Diſpoſ- 
ſeſſion, Mon and Mutability, mark with calami» 
* — — Modification of the Syſtem. Per- 


mae 
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plexiey and Confuſion have increaſed wach each The 


ceeding Year, and blaſted all our ſanguine Hopes of 
Valuation through the deſtructive Intermediacy of 


Farmers. So ſenſtble was Mr. Sore of the Truth 
l this Obſervation, that in his celebrated Minute, ad- 
duced by Sit JonN MACPHERSON, in the Year 


n785, in Reply to Mr. Stuart's propoſed Plan of col- 


leding the Revenues, he aſſerts the actual State of the 
Lands to be leſs known than ever, and that the Buſi- 


bels of the Revenue Department was ſuch, hat tho' 


the Committee did indeed get through it, they could 
not pretend to ſay it was really executed. The uni- 


form Integrity, che Talents, and Knowledge of Mr. 


SHORE, are indiſputable. His Oy. 


2 * N. 


When we recolle& the different Lucio which 


-- have facceeded each other, when we further recall to 
Mind the Gentlemen nominated to theſe important 
Stations, Men of Ability and Experience, ſupported 


by a liberal delegation of Authority, we cannot ſup- 
preſs an involuntary Aſloniſhment at the deplorable 
Ineſſicacy which has attended all their meaſures. 
Superviſors, Provincial Councils, Aumeens, and Col- 


- Jeftors, eee, eee 
beer Phae. e en 97 
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The undiafſed Reader, will 1 think, d 4 - 


Knowledge that we have had Time and ade 
rious Eftablifoments. This Failure of alt our Plans, 


2 F P F. * 


666) | 9 
40 Br i iew, may appear rather myſterious and unae- 


countable ; it may however be DONE aſcribed to 
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e ee. Vacha 
of the Malikana, by. the Farmers excepting to great 
Zemindars whoſe Rank and Situation made -it ha- 
zardous to treat them with the ſame Injuſtice to which 

p rs, incapable of ſtruggling for 
Redreſs againſt — — * eee 


Fe | e * a4 A N 2 3 
| Sixth 4 Caiiſe "y * The 8 the — 
the Revenue of ſupporting the Farmer with a high 
Haiſ@ h frequently in n ap noe epi 
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— Cauſe i The Colleszon of nt | 
Abwanb or Ceſſes from the Ryots by the Farmers; over —_—— 
anda none . n hadbeen 
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: Theſe a are the radical Defefs, t to which] oe the 
5 Want of Succeſs, which has ſo peculiarly attended all 
our Endeavours to e the Country and ſimplify 
the Collections. 


bation of <a Yi” a Leaſe in perpetuity, 
will gradually reſtore the Country, as much as it is ſuſ- 
ceptible of n . n and l 
in „ ee Peaks 


be of great Beneſit, and has given great Satisfaction to 

the Landholders; but with all the Advantages which 

Candour can allow to be expected from it, it. cer- 
— hide Bhi ahi ora 


0 2 that "cr 
and Forebodings, as the preſent Leaſe verges to its 
Cloſe, will operate powerfully on the Minds of the 
Landholders. They will tremble at their Fate in the 
next Settlements. They will, in the Agitation of their 
Doubt, recollett that our Government formally pro- 
nounced. their Right to the Malikana or tenth of the 
groſs Produce of their Rents ; but they will. likewiſe 
recolle& how ineffectually they were referred to the 
Farmers, and by them again to the Teekadars, or un- 
der Renters, fox its Payment, ,. . No. Aſſurances. of a 
moderate Increaſe vill remove the gloomy Impreſſion 
* renewed Scrutiny Experience will add Vigour 

7] — 


18 


to their Apprehenſions, A be. tortu-. 
red to deviſe Schemes of Concealment and Evaſion. _ - 
Lands which yielded five or fix Rupees per Bega will 
he cultivated with Articles of an inferior Quality. 
which yield only two or three Rupees. Temporary 
Loſs will be chearfully ſubmitted to, in the Hope of 
future Profit from a light Aſſeſſment. During the 
Influence of this general Anxiety, the Growth of Na- 
tional Wealth will receive a Shock, by a temporary 
Ceſſation from Improvement. Suſpence will freeze 
the active Principle of Induſtry, and the Value of 
Landed Property will proportionably diminiſh, as few 
will wiſh to n l the Wen ol che 


—— a - 


hy Inte hb of „ i ap- 

. pearat the Expiration of the decennial Leaſe, let me 

_ aſk, What is to be done? Is the paſt unjuſt Praftice 

of countervailing the Negleft of one Man by the ſu . | 

ceſsful Induſtry of another, to be renewed? Tp obvi- + | 

ate the Neceſſity of an odious Scrutiny- into the aftual | 
Value of the Lands, it is alledged, a-moderate Percens | 

ſage may be laid in a fixed-Ratio on all Rents. . But if 

one Man, from Want af improvable Land, pecuniary 

| Jnability, or other Cauſes, have not yet been able to 

increaſe his Rents, is he to be taxed equally with him, 

who has enjoyed all the Means of Improvement. This 

might, perhaps, be borne in a Country where the Land 

Tax bears a ſmall. Proportion to. the actual Rent; but 

” when the Reader is informed, that i in India, the enor- 

mous Share of Nine Tenths of the Produce (after De- "42 

duction of the Ryot's, or cultivating Tenant's Share) 6 

js conſiderod as the indeſeaſible Right of the Govern- | 
KC ot CO, | T 3 
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66 
/ and that the ten Years Seltlamelt l preſumed 
e be emed with" as HG! Adherence as poſſible to 
theſe Degrees of Participation, he will immediately 
perceive how much a Zemindar might ſuffer by an 
additiana? Aſſeſſment without Increaſe of Means. No- 
thing but a new Valuation of the Lands, and all -the 
Evils conſequent to ſuch a Meaſure,” at fuck a Time, 
could furmount this Difficulty.” When the ten Years 
Leaſe was made, annual Settleme ts had prevailed for 
many preceding Years. But the new Leaſe once for- 
med, the Collector has nothing to do with the Valua- 
tion of private Property: His Duty is to receive the 
Revenue, and give no Alarm by unneceſſarily indica. 
ting a Diſpoſition to ſcrutinize Profits. He muſt 
therefore be e to FREY not ſo well prepared for 


| as he was for forming 
th e firſt. 0 * NM Dh 263 MY 4 ARSE 3 A N 
daun ie 503-24 +5 b act mon of is 
erty "wy "Limitation" of De⸗ 
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Hereditary Zemindats, would be attended with many 
Difficikits, and be marked by indelible Tnjuftice- 
| Some are ſtrenuous Advocates for ſetting whole Per- 
with wealthy Renters, Who from the Length 
400 Security of their Leaſes, might find it their Inte- 
reſt to expend large Sums in their Improvement. Such 
_ a Meaſure would be a Source of inexpreſſible Diſguft 
and Lamentation to Multitudes of diſpoſfeſſed Proprie- 
tors.” It is urged, however, that as Governinetnt would” 
Zuarantee their Malikana from the public” Treaſtry, 
the Zemindars would'hot fuffer, as formerly, any Riſk 
of its Deprivation by the Villaitly of Farmers, ant 


Ny aun 6 to fubſiſt on 
__ 6 
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atom — Honda ack the 
— Government. The Motive aſſigned 
for this propoſed Excluſion, of the Proprietors 1 1s, that 
their Poverty prevents them from improving their 
Lands, whereas the Riches of an opulent Renter would 
enable, and his Intereſt would incline him to extend 


r uttural GI eee 


9 ale aaa it is 3 he wa Wealth of 
the Country would rapidly iucreaſe to our ſubſequent 
Advantage, on Renewal of the _— without 085 


eee me, Ie 
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\ This W ee of he ſins 2 is ns 
pes The following ene ee * ity "ELM * 
0 mee Get Wh 

* ict. The . Injuftice of a from the 
| el ofleſſion of their Eſtates all the Landholders « of 
_ a great Empire, on Account of the lamentable Cir- 

_ cumiltance of their Poverty, ta which our Miſmanage- 
ment may have contributed, and which. ſhould rather 
excite our Pity 8 Wien., leliber 
4 1 en Ma e 18 


N 3 bor. ts 10 wos being 
contacted ban ed 

which __ in an eminent 1 asche 10 
: | the und; e Poſſe ſſion of N | Propexiy: a an u- 


Thirdly | | 


FU LEANED 
Thirdly. :. Few, thoroughly qualified for the very 
important Charge of farming a large Extent of Coun. 
try, would be found poſſefſed of the Caſh requiſite to 
"effeRtuate, in the Degree expected, the Object propo- 
ſed by this Mode of Settlement, namely, a general 
and ſpeedy Improvement of the whole Govatrys | 


} — Wen. en People being merely Renters, 
' 2: back have no Property in the Lands. Government's Secu- 
4 & rity can never be ſo good on perſonal, as on real Pro- 
Farmers of whole Pergunnahs would be more eaſily 
Z corrupted by an intriguing or invading Enemy, than 
E | numerous, and perhaps, diſcordant Proprietors of 
If {mall Eſtates. This extent of Country, under tlie 
S$ 1 Management of one Man, on a long Leaſe, would give 
it A + each Individual too great an Influence, which large 
2**— — Offers of Money, and of permanent Leaſes might 
tempt them to exert to our Detriment. Their Farms 
too, being inalienable by Sale, would remain indiviſi- 
ble, whereas Proprietors, who have overgrown Eſtates, 
will, in the common Courſe of human Events, fell 
| | au oe =" Portions, or the Whole, to fatisfy the Difates of 
? bien (> Vanity, or the Calls of Extravagance. When the 
| great Barons in England were permitted to alienate 
their Lands by Henry VII, Transfer became common. 
Many of their enormous Eſtates were diftributed for | 
Sale amongſt a Multitade of Proprietors, and ceaſed 
to be a juſt Ln of 9 to eee 
Princes. 
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Many other Arguments might, be advanced.i in a Res 


futation of the aſſerted Advantages of farming whole 
Pergunnas on long Leaſes with. wealthy and capable 


| Individuals, The few I have adduced will; I-truſt, 


evince the Ineligibility of the Plan. The Zemindars, RE 


themſelves; then; are the proper Perſons to be accoun - 
table to Government for the Land Tax of the State, 


and their Property ſhould be rendered valuable by im- 
mutable Conditions of Tribute and Protection. 


21 Ch 2 


n e ute, le, * 


The Charge on the Zemindars of total Incapacity 


will venture to affirm, that they are in general by ng 
Means ſo unqualified for the Truſt as has been repre- 


A 


to manage their Eſtates, is illiberal and unſounded. 1 Ma Hehe, | | 


ſented. Some of the great Landholders are certainly. 


ſometimes Incapable of Buſineſs. This ariſes from 


the Ignorance and Idleneſs in which they have. been 


educated. But, in Truth, Experience is no juſt Cri- 


terion of Deciſion on this Point. When Stability of 
Property, and Immutability of Demand, ſtimulate the 


dormant Principle of Intereſt into Action, the Miſeries 


of Uncertainty will vaniſh, the Love of Gain will re- 


ſume its Influence, and produce Prudence, Pun&us. 


ality and Diligence. It is a Folly, dogmatically to 
draw Concluſions concerning their probable Conduct, 
under the Advantages and Incentives of a perpetual 
Leaſe, from their Careleſſneſs or Indiſcretion under 
the Perplexities and Depreſſions of periodical Altera» 


£2 Why the Anden in the Khalfa Lands ſhould be 
in general ſuppoſed incapable of managing their 


Eſtates, I know not. It is notorious that the Pro- 
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prietors of exempted, or Rent free Lands ure attontice 


Their E ftatesare generally in a more flouriſhing an4 
improved State chan thoſt held under Government. 
Spots where I have remarked Appearances of unufual 
Cure und Lahour in che Cuhivntion, I have generally 
found, on Inquiry, to belong to exempted Propri- 


When the Quit Rent of the State is irreverſibly 
fxed, DGorermment'is, morality ſpeaking, for ever ſe- 
etched in the Poſſeſſion af Land. The Sale of a pro- 
pertivnate Part of an Eſlate is an eaſy and ſimple Me- 
Setter ie pnibed for Negleft or Extravagance in a 
Mariner wnobjefiionable, and the Purchaſer is warned 
t evoit a imilar Neoeſſity bythe Punctuality of lis 
—— r 0 dhe — 6b 
| Government. Inflividual Juſtice may-ber{Ui{penſct 
without Fear af a Dekcience df the Paul TA. Ei- 
tates will be ſubjet +0 Sale for the Liquidation of 
private Bebts, and the Decrees of the: Civil. Courts-bo 
enſoscei without ihe Remonftrances ol corrupted 
Kum. During the haleful Prevalence of the late 
Syſtem, the Saſety of the public Revenue not infre- 
_ - quently ſuperceded the  Enforcement.of private Right. 
— The Comrfeof Julice wasiohfimted, of atiually/ful- 
pended, aud intimidating Pleas dfiprobable Deſaſca- 
tien, 2 — avert, the Cacscions of the 

Wang 9 Civil 
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Civil Courts by lmpinfonment or 1 
How lamentable and radically deſective muſt that 
= Government be, where a ſteady, uniform, 

Diſtribut ion of Juſtice is detrimental to the 
; Realieaion of 3 Prins m4 


— 
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every Evafion which ſtimulated! Craft could invent; 
not ſurpriaing. The Farmer ſummons his Attends © 
ance, and ſigui ſies the Nent at which his Eſtate is af- 
ſeſſed. The Zemindas repreſents the exorbitancy of 
Remonſtrance is interpreted into contumaciousOppoſt- 
tion. The Terrors of delegated Authority, and the 
Aſſurances ſurances of intereſted Condeſeenſion. are allernately 
5 ied in irreſiſtible. Co-operation. He is unable longer 
to withhold Compliance. He fighs the. Caboolyat;-or 
3 falls in Balance at the End of the 
dation of the Amount. This is no Exaggeration ur 
Fiction. It has been a common Caſe.” Nay, I aſſert 
as an irrefutable Fact, that-moze than one hundred Mil- 
lages have in this Manner been furtiveh OY, 
inghy Farmer, 2 various ee . fs 4 


Ane 4 aledged eee modi Raby 
— for the Farmers have a Cuſtom of deduſting 
from the Sums paid, the Amount of their illicit - 
actions, and giving a Receipt for the Remainders Jo _ 
that Detection is not eaſy. To exemplify... A Ze- 


mindar pays 100 Rupees his firſt Kiſt. In vain he 

demands a Receipt for 100 Rupees. He can only pro- 
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| Q { { public Books... ..This, it vill be ſaid, is a direft Rob- 
VN 1 bery. . . It is ſo; but it was common; and the Terror 
3 8 of the Farmer was ſo great, that generally ſpeaking, 


it was quietly ſubmitted to; nay, it often happened 
that a Receipt was altogetber refuſed. Shall we then 
accuſe the Landholder of Artifice and Criminality ? 


A # 
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BE The Subſiſtence of his Wife, his Children, his Do- 

| WJ meſtics, depends, perhaps, on the ſcanty Pittance he 

Oo | can reſerve from the Fangs of Extortion. Can we then 

1 wonder at his ſtruggling for an eaſy Aſſeſſment, from 

1 a ſupercilious and relentleſs Farmer, by every Refine- 
38 ment of Deception ? Surely not... We 2. 


_ Neceſſity, and pity my OP» 
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| Whats diberaxt. cene neee ob. en 
1 will probably p t, in the enlivening Effefts of 
= | permanent Leaſes! The Zemindars, aſſured by the 

5 rigid Adherence of Government to its Engagements, 
will enter the Durbar of the Collector with Confidence 
and Gratitude. The Collector, on his Part, unhar- 
raſſed by gloomy Forebodings of poſſible Defalcation, 
and by the Colluſion of treacherous Renters, will hold 
I e impartial Scale of Juſtice with Dignity and Firm- 
FAN neſs: He will regard the Millions committed to his 

Care, with the Eye of Benevolence, and compare theſe 

auſpicious Times with thoſe fatal Periods, when a 
it ” deſtructive Syſtem rendered the Realization of the 
't; E 
28 . _ of Tquiy; | PA 


EE 5 


| 72 Can a Mind, not infeaiible 10 the. Delights of Be- 
| | - peficence; fail to exult in the daily Exerciſe of an Of- 
[| ce which affords continual Opportunities of ſupport- 
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ing de poor and friendleſs againſt the arbitrary En- 28 ZN 
croachments of Wealth, or Power, ra eee 9 

Dreaded by the Oppreſſor, bleſſed by che oppreſſed. ; 

the Collector will view with undiſguiſed Satisfaction, 1 ae 

. the increaſing Proſperity. of his Province, and employ | 
his Leiſure in deviſing Schemes of further promoting 

the Happineſs of the Inhabitants. How often under 
the paſt Syſtem did the Superintendants, embarraſſed 
by the Perplexities, Solieitudes, and Uncertainties of 
annual Settlements; find it impoſſible to attend to the 
general Benefit of the Country by contriving' Expe- 


dients, and encouraging Improvements” Juſtice how- 
ever requires me to acknowledge, that many by intenſe 


——— ſupported by a Determination to diftin- 
guiſſi themſelves in the Exerciſe of their important 
Offices have benefited very conſiderably the Provin- 
ces committed to their Charge, and eſtabliſhed among 
the e a laſting Reputation for Equity and Bene- 
volence. The perſonal: Character and Efforts of the 
Individual have, in theſe Inſtances, qualified che bale. 
0 e eker, of n A pg is 1 in EIS 
189 Vo 
hi a; Principle of liniiting our Was Polidicat 
Conduct in India to the Safety of our preſent Poſſeſ- 
ſions, What can be more rational than to attach the | 
' Landholders to our Intereſts ? Is any Plan ſo likely to | 
Rights, as Proprietors, and a Grant of permanent = 
Quit Rents to render thoſe Rights valuable? A few , i 
| Years without-Infringement of the beſtowed perpetuity 
Grant, would impreſs that firm unſhaken Conviction 
of our unalterable Determination to maintain our En- 
gagements, that the Value of Land would gradually 
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deſpotie Power, or to inſure ſame. Refource again ſt the 


| ——— Confidence inſpired by Experi- 
eue under the Britiſh: Adminiſſration. Thouſands 
and Tens [of Thouſands of Proprietors and thriving 


( 54 ) | | 
nf in conſequence ok increafed Demand. cate 
cannot he!pindulginginyſelt inthe pleabng Speculation = 


that, im the Progres: of Years, when a Knowledge af 
the Advantages of holding Lands underour Govern- 
ment is diſſeminatedi thnoughont the various Nations 
of Indaſtan, Numbers, who have any Property: left, 


will rejoice to ſecure it in our Prouinces. The dak- 


to the: Weſt, for ſame Years paſt, ſeems to afford fome 


Foundation for dis gratifying Suppohtion. It is well 


known that a Cuitem prevails in the Eaſt of burying 
Money, in Order to conteal it from the Violence of 


Penury which often ac companies oſſicial Degradation. 
How much more eligible a Mode of eampaſſing theſe 
Ends would preſent itſeli in the Stability, Security, 
and Profit, 3 —— nnn the 


; . 1 KS rey 3 "ow 3:3: $1-& S 1 FS 12 1 214 
0 N 


| Mas end pag: KEI v5 re9t4 
Ates genen ft Mind, Soiuciey ry ee mi 
Certainty of. perſonal Proe83on will, I am confident, 
ſo radicate Attachment to our Government in the 
Minds of che Natives, as to form one of its ſtrongeſt 
Supports againſt Rebellion. or e een 
par od our need: 0 ew rege 
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Tenants would. be appalled at the very Idea of a Revo- 


lation, which ſhould riſk. their preſent poſſeſſed Ad- 
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alt benen ee ——— bud | 
hort a Tendengyto facilitate ibe Subverſion or Dimi- 
nution of our Empire in India, by inveſting the Ee. 
mi ndars with too much Conſequence, and enabling 
mem progreffively to become Nirh. I have already 
had Occaſion to Remark in Anſwer to this fallacious 
Idea, that the (great Zemindarries will, in all probabi⸗ 
— lity, be gradually ſplit into a Multitude of Fractions 
by Sales, Bequeſts, or Donations. The Reſirictions 
on ithe Sale of Land under the late Syſtem, were ral. IF 
culated to ꝓromote the very Evil appreheniled under a | 3 
Permanent Leafe. My on Anticipations on this | 
Subject, (derive conſiderable Probability from the re- 
: corded Sentiments of an vid experienced Collettor, 
153 WILLIAM AuGusTus BROORE, Bly; Reſillent at 
Burdwan, whoſe Ability, and practical Knowledge in 
RY n * nnn man 
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Extralt of a WG Mr, Sabo 2 the 3 * 
J Revenue, dated 20th of September,” 1790. Sg 


.. Abielertcalie | 
Intereſt uf my Employers, the general -Profpericy dt — 
thetCountry, am the Happineſs of numerous Indivis * 
dudls, I have attended:to the Fürmation uf the Dies 
cennial Setiirment, with an Anxiety I never before 
experienced, in making an A ſſeſſment, urid in an 
Aſſiduity, wich this Anaiety has ſtimulaeet to the 
8 pet tion 
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603563 : 
tion to me, to be able confidently to aſſert, that 1 have 
not over-rated any Man's Eſtate throughout my whole 
Diſtrict, When Government's avowed Right to ſo 
great a Proportion as nifie-tenths'of the Rent, or, in 
F other Words, nane-tenths of the nett Receipts, after 
| deducting the Cultivator's Share, be conſidered, it 
will forcibly ſtrike, that Miſtakes, here and there, in 
380 the Aſſeſſment, can only be avoided by extreme Cau- 
* tion and Scrutiny... But, notwithſtanding the Equity 
of my Settlement; Sales will moſt likely-be not infre- 
quent, in Order to liquidate the Company's Balances. 
They will however be occaſioned by the common 
Contingencies of Human Life. Some will be care- 
leſs and manage ill, and ſome will be prodigal and idly 
diſſipate. Some will diſcharge private Debt inſtead 
ol the Public Revenue, and ſome will laviſh immenſe 
Sums in the Marriage of a Child; or the Celebration 


of a N Feſtival,” 


- FIN IM > q FRED 
pes: * 
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- Under a permanent Leaſe, Charges of Embank- 

ments, and Deduftions for aſſerted Loſſes by Drought; 

or Inundations, will no more Occaſion a De- 
Science in the Public Revenue. The Vigilance 

and Preventive Caution of the Landholder, will 

|  counteraR, or extenuate, as much as poſlible, the Ef- 
ſielts of theſe Calamities, and of other Accidents to 

\....+ Which Landis liable. Wells will be dug where ne- 

= ceffary, and Motmds be repaired; in the moſt durable 

* Manner, on the firſt Appearance of Decay. The 

— Bankers will lend with Confidence, the neceſſary * 

aan, Sum, and Facility of Recovery, by Legal Proceſs | 
2 ste of Aﬀets will reduce the Rate of Intereſt. | 
5 NES me Songs been obli. 
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ed to pay an Intereſt den twenty-four to thjrty-ſix 
per Cent. for Money borrowed to pay up their Kiſts 
or Inſtalments of Revenue: for the Farmers generally ru, 
thought themſelves inſecure of Payment of. any large. 2 
Sums after the Crops were carried away. All the 
heavy Kiſts, therefore, were exacted while the Crops 
were ſtanding, or before they could be ſold. The 
Bankers knowing that Money muſt be raiſed, not only 
exacted the above enormous Intereſt, but oftentimes 
contraRed for the Crop at a Price very favourable 
to themſelves, and not being in immediate Want of 
Caſn, could afford to keep the Grain in Store till an 
Opportunity might offer of diſpoſing of it to Advan- 
tage. It appears by this Statement of incontrovetti- - 
ble Fact, that the Zemindars and Ryots were . doubly , - 
Victims to the Renters premature Exaction: Firſt, in I 
being obliged to pay ſo great an Intereſt for Money | - 14 
borrowed ; and, ſecondly, in being compelled .to; ſell - 
their Crops at a Loſs, to raiſe any Money at all. When 1 
the Revenue is permanently fixed, the Kiſts of the "> 
Ryots may be ſafely berate Eight, and the.. Kiſts of 
hy ba yr OR en 7 ee. 
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2 Se LOI 008 not ths Cords Years. 3 
Us Kiſts of the Ryots can, with | Safety; be reduged 
to Six, becauſe, if the Ryot fail, he has not, Ike the 
Zemindar, a Property to make good Payment. \The 3 
latter, in ſuch Caſe, eould only attach perſonal Pro- 4 | 
perty, ' Implements of Agricultur. and Catile for 1 f 
, "Tillage, which might often be very inadequate to the {paw 
Amount. However, if the Kiſts of the Zemindats i 
ſhould be fixed at Six, any Ryot,- who could give Se- _ 
1 l a” creditable — or other reſponſible . 
AE MT - Perſon | Þ 


% 
Perſon, ſhould be entitled to pay in Six Kiſts alſo. I 
rely on the Candour of thoſe who have had practical 
Experience in the Collection of Indian Revenue, to 
juſtify me for this — a ng to * came. 
e eee eee 8 2 


If the Ryovidly ſpend, and 45 not pay to the 2 Ze- 
1 2. mindar, how is the Zemindar to pay to Government 
with Punctuality? Whatever Rates of Aſſeſſment may 

2 be ſettled between the Zemindar and Ryot, a regular 
fo Pottak ſhould be executed, and a Copy lodged in the 
| Pergunnak Cutcherry for Cafes of neceſſary Reference. 
* The Zemindars when acting as mere annual Renters, 
do not like to give Pottas, and, having given chem, 
often revoke and annul them. Under the preſent 
Syſtem, Inſtances of this Nature will not, 1 think, 
often occur. The Poſhbility, however, of "ic 5 
fton ſhould be wholl me., 5» 

N. l. "<4 4 AR 11 . ene K 5 BT 

"I do not mean toaffert, as ſome have 8 

per to do, the Superiority of a deſpotic Mogul So- 
vereignty, dependant for any good on the hazardous 
Contingency of individual Character, over a regulated 

Britiſh Adminiſtration. I believe however till later 
EE rate in its Demand, for the Credit and Opulence 

_—— 23 — bt are notorious. 


Af iv be lad that Moorſhwi Kouly hai wid Gee 
ren Country, and diſpoſſeſſed the 
Zemindars, I reply, they did wrong, and we ſhould _ 
do wrong to-follow their Example. Aſk the Senti- 
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d He will pronounce their Adminiſtration | 
a Syſtem of Violence and Rapacity, unknown in the F 
happier Reigns of Akbar and Aurugzebe. We ſhould _ E 
always bear in Mind our Situation as Britiſſi Ce 
rors, ſeparated from our Acquiſitions by half the 8 E 
cuit of the Globe, and conſider what Syſtem Wiſdom 3 
points qut as beſt to eſtabliſn. on a (ſolid Baſis, tie 
Felicity of our Subjects, the Stability of our Power, : 
Principles of Juſtice, Benevolence, and Poliey, we | /*** a 
may grant, adopt, rejett, confirm, or modify, without Yb 14M 
ſlaviſhly embarraſſing ourſelves by antecedent; Mogul 92 20 4 


Practice, or 3 it is e wo 
— MIT 
ö ot ig tt ienyoro nrifen 2 
| In Caſes where this Practice does not interſere with 
be continued; but in Caſes where Injuſtice to the 
| — ig 19% of particular Deſcriptions 
of Perſons, highly injurious to the general Intereſts of 
. it ſnould be abandon- : 
ed without Scruple, and a liberal Compenſation made +4 
to the privileged Claimants. If it be found that we - 
have been hard Maſters, is it a Vindication to my _ 
nm i 


If ee Mildneſs, al ang Kos 505 
experienced by the Indians, under our Government, 
in the Degree alledged by ſome few, How happens it 
that the Records under Lord Co RNWALL1s's Admi- 
naſtration are loaded with Evidence of the Confuſion, 
 Jnjuſtice, and dreadful Effects of paſt Syſtems of Col. 
lection? How happens it that his Lordſhip conſiders 
N . E 


660 


the Adoption of Mr. Law's Perpetuity Village Al- 
lotment, and the Abolition of the Saier, or internal 
Duties, as neceffary Meaſures to recover the Country 
from the wretched Condition to which it has been re- 
duced. Salutary Regulations, it may be ſaid, have 
at different Periods been'framed for the Prevention of 
Abuſe. Have they, however, been enforced on the 
Farmers Revenue ? DE Lor ux ſpeaking ot the Ara 
of Magna Charta, ſays, From that Moment the 
Engliſh would have been a free People, were there 
and the obſerving of them.” This Remark applies to 
many ineſfſectual Prohibitions of illicit Abwaub or 
extra Ceſſes, and of ruinous harrafling. Chokies for 
OE s wood in ns WIR 3 * 


| L M4 {Wi 5 28 | 
Theſe "SINN Duties eee ind vexati ; 
ous. © They obſtructed Commerce, harraſſed the 
Dealers, and perplexed the Collectors, without pro- 
ducing proportionate Beneſit to Government. Their 
Simplification would have been very difficult and te- 
dious if poſſihle. Their late total Abolition by Lord 
CoxxwarlIs, may therefore be regarded as a Mea- 
fure pregnant with probable beneficial Conſequence, 
by facilitating the T ransfer and W pee r oy 

Article of internal Trane, 


a: * * 
By * 


* The Court of NS a eee * | 
10 Bengal, dated the 10th of April, 1771, ordered the Abolition of 

the Rahdarry Duties and Saicr Chelunta, DeduQtions were granted 
in Conſequence, In 1786, 170 Chokies exiſted i in the Diſtrict of 
Nuddea alone. Further Deductions were given. Vet it is certain 
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The State can now - impoſe Exciſe Taxes, which 


deliburive Wiſdom may adapt, to the Articles on 


which they are levied in a ſuitable Manner, ſo that 


inſtead of checking, they may be found to ſtimulate 


' Induſtry. The Riches of a State confiſt in the aggre- 


gate Riches of Individuals. When they get rich, 


does not Government become indireftly ſo too? The 


derate, judicious Duties on various confumable Com- 


modities be impoſed as Wealth increaſes ? Certainly; 
Ves. . And the Government, by theſe Means, may 
| equitably. participate, when public Neceſſity requires 
it, in the progreſſive Opulence of the Nation. They 
who refle& on the wonderful Fertility of Bengal, the 


Variety of its ProduQion, the Number of its naviga- 


ble Rivers, and the Induftry of its Inhabitants, can 


ſcarcely preſerve any Moderation in their Speculati- 


ons of its probable flouriſhing Condition at ſome future 
Period, even in Spite of annual Drains of remitted 
Revenue, i the Reuival of Commerce ſhould co- operate 
with certainty in landed Property to encourage Agri- 
culture, * artet een . for 8 
n Sat a 
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| x Minka i „n ſaid ee the Propriety of 15 
hain the Meaſure of permanent Quit Rents, till a 


more eee eee ne 70 he } Ales ſhould be 
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0 beg L Kavi to ables on s 8 that a 
Collector qualified for his Station, and really deſirous 
* Succeſs n not fail We in three Years of 
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Scrutiny and Compariſon, aſufficient Knowledge of | 
the Portion of Revenue which ought to be allotted on 
each Eſtate in his Province. In Anticipation of any 


ene inſuperable Difficulties alledged by a Colec- 
tor, preventive of ſuitable Completion of the Allot- 


ment at the Time fixed, the Governor-General- in 


Council, providently directed the Settlement of Diſ- 
tricts, where ſuch Difſiculties might ariſe, to be made 
for one Fear only. There may, undoubtedly, be In- 
equalities and Errors in the Aſſeſſment of ſome Places, 
but I can divine no Reaſon why there ſhould be more 
now than at any future Period, or why, the preſent 
ſhould. not be as capable as any future Collectors, of 
obtaining the Information required. The Bengal Go- 


vernment gave long previous Notice that a ten Years 


"Settlement was to:take. Place, and enjoined the Col. 


7 jectors to neglett no Precautions to procure by every 


Method, ſhort of actual] Meaſurement, the beſt poſſi · 
ble Information neceſſary. The Year in which the 
Settlement was actually formed, the Landholders were 


| E publicly told, that Application would be made to che 


Supreme Authority in England, to obtain its Perma- 


nence. The Importance of the Meaſure was therefore 


2 underſtood by all the Collectors, and muſt, 
eee . 1 to 
Exextion. | (3 3s . 


Jo may be faid, he ww 4 are * Colle gers as 


di ſapprove of perpetual Leaſes. I aſſent to the Fact; 


But I have too high an Opinion of the Charac- 
ters of theſe Gentlemen, to ſuppoſe for a Moment, 
that they would in any Degree obſtrut or retard the» 
Execution of the Meaſure when finally reſolved on, 
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and ſtate their Reaſons for conſiderirfy the rel 
Plan to be defeftive, and in ſo doing, they would com- 


mendably diſcharge their Duty to their Employers. 


But they would never abuſe their Authority, by coun: 


teracting the Commands of Government, merely 'be- 


cauſe ſuch Commands — not 051 accord "ow 
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To . re eee, 


bei Is Confidence to be ſhaken? Is Evafion to 


be provoked? Is Improvement to be ſuſpended”? 
| Surely the Inconveniences of ſome Errors in Aﬀet. 
ment are not comparable to the probable Evils of rei- 


terated Sctutiny and Valuation, the Reſult of which 


may be as far as ever from that nice Exactneſs of Al- 
lotment which ſome er to be un an | 


CY 


. 10 cannot bid adieu to the Reader without declaring 
| that wholly unknown as I am to any of the Members 
of the Board of Controul, or to any of the Directors 
ol the Eaſt India Company, my unfeigned Deſire to 


ſee our Aſiatic Subjects as happy and proſperous, as the 
Nature of our Relation to them will permit, has alone 


given Birth to this Publication. No Method 
appeared more likely to be impreſſive, than to con- 


traſt the Evils and Failure of paſt Syſtems, with the 


probable Benefits and Succeſs of that propoſed for 


Adoption; and I can with ſincerity affirm, that I 
ſhall conſider my time to have been 'moſt uſefully 


employ'd if any thing I have here advanced ſhould 8 5 


3 the * Degree to EXCItE, confirm, or 
july 
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: poo any Intentions propitious to the Land-Holders 


: _ of an immenſe Dominion in che 
nothing ſeems wanting to enſure the Duration of our 
Power, but an invariable Syſtem of Moderation, 


2 Juſtice, and public Faith. Millions of induſtrious 


| Subjects implore Property and Protection, as the ſole 


Return for Tribute and Taxation: let then future 


Benefits drown in eternal Oblivion the Recollection 
of paſt Misfortunes, and let the Magnanimity of the 
- _ Britiſh Character be diſplayed for the Admiration of 
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\OME well meaning "POR ee Defirous 
| of every Meaſure, which promiſes to ameliorate 
the Condition of the Natives living under our Govern- 
ment in India, may not be completely ſatisfied that 
dee great Maſs of Ryots, or (generally) cultivating 
| Tenants, will reap ſufficient Advantage, from the re- 

" cently adopted Plan of perpetuity Village Allotment. 
Jam very ſolicitous to eradicate any Doubts of this 
Nature, and therefore beg Leave to ſubmit to their 
Conſideration the following Remarks and contraſted 
Deſcription of the paſt and future expected Situation 15 
of Ryots, In a few Particulars, I may indeed be ac- 3 
cuſed of a Repetition of what I have already utged n 
that Subje&; but the Reader will mote readily per. 
ceive by this conciſe, compact Form of Counterview, .-- 
the little Foundation there is for the above-men- 
| N 1 Ne 
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be Simplißeson Ace ple and the future 15 4 
| Certainty of the Revenues are undoubtedly Deſiderata 1 
of great Magnitude and Attraction, but I have no re. 
"  JuRanceiin declaring, thit if Protection of Ryots, and 
Promotion of their Profperity were not to be expected 
in an eminent Degree from Mr. Law's Plan, it never 
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